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To the right worſhipfull, M. 


Thomas Skeuington of Skeuington, Eſquire, 
at this preſent high Sheriffe of Leiceſter-thire 
and one of h: r Maieſties ITuſtices of the peace 
there: Iohn Stockewood Miniſter and prea- 
cher of the worde of God ar Tunbridge in 
Kent , Witheth all felicitie of mind and 
bodie,through leſus Chriſt our 
molt merciful redeemer. 


Hildren(right worſhip- 
>| full )as we a] wel know, 
2 | when their parentes or 
3] any of thoſe, with'who 
they haue any familia- 

. rife ynto any fairc, 
p | vie commonly at their 
| =) taking their tourney to 
ſay vnto them : / pray you bring me home a 
Fayring. And not only children are forthe 
molt part thus affected , butwe ſce it alſoto 
be the faſhion of others of greater grouth, & 
further yeares , when as at faires they meete 
with their friendes and acquaintance, to bee 
begging and asking of them : 1/har well you 
giue me for « fairing ? And the curteſie thats 
this way beltowed, bet in amaner neuer ſo 
ſmall and ſimple, is notwithltanding wel ac- 
cepted and kindly taken from the hand of the 
giuer, as being aſfigne and token of his good 
will and louing affection towardes the party, 
on whomhe doth beltowe the ſame. This 
Az cultoine 


TheEpiſtle 
cuſtome ſimply in it ſelfe not to be condem- 
ned(although through abuſe the beſt thinges 
may be peruerted) I haue at this preſent fra- 
medmy ſelf ynto,8 as I could forthe ſhortnes 
_ of the time, prepared this treatiſe, diſcourfing 

vpon the office of parentes in prouiding their 
children of honeſt mariages in due ſeafon » 8 
ſhewing atlarge the dutie and obedience of 

their ſonnes and daughters in this behalfe. 
How neceſſarie for al ſortes of people this 
my trauaile(ſuch as it is)may be, 1tis not my 
meaning here in many wordes to dilate. The 
generall want of performance of dutie in this 
reſpeCt,on the one fide by the parentes, and 
on the other by their children, hath bin thefo- 
ſter-nurſe,8&brood-mother of many great in- 
conueniences, wherwith both the Church 8 
common wealth,yea and many priuate fami- 
lies,are not alitle peſtered, againſt the which 
if by this my labour, God ofhis mercie gran- 
ting vnto itthis bleſsing , 1 may bethought 
ro haue ſet downe ſome remedie ,it{hal no- 
thing greeue me to have taken the ſame,be- 
ing glad if any way by my ſimple ſeruice,Ican 
bring any profite vno the Church of God, the 
which howe much or how litle ſoeuer it bee, 
who ſo ſh1ll thereby receiue any benefit next 
ynto God he ſhall be beholding vnto your 
worſhip for the ſame , whohaue bene the 

chiefe occaſion of the publiſhing hereof, 

For owing a dutie vnto you Pr your cur- 
tefie ſhewed , at the requeit of the right ho- 
norable 


Dedicatorie. 
norable,the Earle of Huntingron , my verie 
fingular good Lord andmaitter , I haue cuer 
ſince bene deuiſing , how1 might giue our 
ſometeltimonie of my gratefull remembrance 
ofthis worſhipful kindnes,and hauing none 
other meanes of greater valour, I have preſu- 
med to gjue trial therof by theſe paper thanks 
whereby al poſteritje may witneſle,that I ac- 
knowledgemy (elfe to remain= a debtor vato 
you for vndeſeraed curteſie extended to- 


wards me,the which , in aſmuch as Iam able - 


no other waies to requite,I do in al humilitie 
requeſt your worſhip to account and reckon 
me in the number of thoſe, who being mavie 
pleaſured by you, though hindmoſt peraduE- 
ture in norldlic abilitie , will be found not- 
withſtanding as forward as the formoſt in all 
dutifull and thankfull good will, as one that 
hateth in the worlde nothing more than the 


* molt vglie and loathſome monſter of ingrati- 


tude and vnthankfulnes. The time falling 
our ſo fitlie with the finiſhing of this worke, 
and publiſhing the ſame , I haue geuen vnto 
it the name ofa Barrbolmew Fayring , the ra- 
ther by the noueltic of the title to drawe on 
the mulzitude of people that nowe out of all 
places of our country repaire vnto the citic, 
to the better beholding and conſideration of 
the matter cotainedin the treatile:the which, 
as it is peneral,and concerneth all that cither 
are,or may be parents, or children:ſo the do- 
Etrine marked heedfullie , and prattifed ac- 

A3 cordingly 


The reaſon c 
the Title, 


The Epiſtle 
cordingly,cinot chooſe bur fal out auaillable. 
ynto manie, who learning here , that which 
for the moſt part they were ignorant of, and 
thought ſtrange before , wi!l henceforth 
prooue to be more carefull fathers in prout- 
ding chriſtian mariages for their ſonnes and 
daughters,and their children moreducifull 8 
obedient in being ruled by them, 8 follow- 
ing of their choice, and indiligent wareful- 
nes,that they intangle and bewrap not them- 
ſelues in wedlocke- bands without the con- 
nt and liking oſtheir parents. Accept ther- 
fore I beſeechyou (right worſhipfull) this 
ſimple preſent as an vnfeined token of my 
good will , with that fauourable curteſie, 
wherewith you are woont to imbrace others 
much bounden welwillers,the which, if you 
ſhall vouchſafe me,I haue obtained my deſire 
praying the almighty for euer to protect you, 
Tunbridpge,this 20 Auyuſt, 1589. 


Your W.much bounden in al 
dutifull and moſt thankful 
good will : 


Joha Stockwood, \ 


Toall godlieParentes, with 
their like yertuous children, and all other the 
Chriſtian Readers, into whoſe handes this 
book may come,increaſe of true know- 
ledge & ſincere praQtiſe ofthe 
ſame through leſus Chriſt. 


T «not for nothmg( right 
«IN "oh curitoustand chriftien rea 


> 


- ders)that we have bene by 

our Saviour Chriſt {o ma- 

. ny yeares ſitheny before- 
K Qi 


hand warned of the ſtate 
and condition of this wo- 
full and doting world ſet 


0n fire Gpon miſchiefe C5 iniquitie,that the nee- 


rerit groweth and haſteneth Gnts his end, the 
worſe CF worſe it ſhal daily wax inſomuch that 


the Lord when he ſbal come to indgement , ſhall Luk, 18, 8. 


hardlie finde faith Cponthe earth. For ſuch are 
the miſeries of our times, that notwithſianding 
the plentifull preaching of the Goſpell im moff 
places , fin ſtill rargneth in aboundance,aud int- 
quitie getteth more and more the Gpper - hand, 
mmſomuch that thoſe enormities and outrages, 
the which are condemned by the law of Nature, 
the word of God,the praiſe of the godlie m all 
ages,the teſtimony of the Heathen, and generall 
conſent of all commendable learning, are not- 
with(landing of many not onely laughed and ie- 


fladat but alſo ſought to be countenanced , and 


A 4 defended 


Tothe Reader. 


defended(aneuident token of the great eorryp- 
tw of:onr age )of ſuch as otherwiſe want wot 
their due praiſe for cruill connerſation and beba- 
wor, Among theſe is not the luft nor lea#t , the 
r00 Vſuallbad cuftome of childrens marrieng, 
without the conſent and allowance of their pa- 
rentes © ſonne that neture it ſelfe abhorreth,cnd 
all writers of the better note,m all ages Grterlie 
diſalowed,and yet of the greater number bolder 
and taken for no fawlt at all,whoſe error m indg- 
ment ,ariſmg oor the mo#?t part of ignerance, 1 
haue farrbfully laboured by all ſufficient kind of 
proofes in this writing t0. diſprooue , the which 
wot Vnfirly nor nigh my purpoſe and meaning at 
the leaftwiſe offenſively, I have tearmed « Bar- 
tholmew fairing, reſpeing the rrme , and the 
greatreſort that yearly come Gp te the fair ,phe, 
now if they hft may hane 4 noxell of ſmall prices 
but yer of much Galue,to beffow Fpon themſelues 
their children £5 their friends,worthy 1 bope of 
their reading and much more ef their pradtiſe,as 
they ſeveral places C9 callings ſhall require. and 
I haue bene the more willing to enter mtothu 
conrſe,and Vndertaken thu matter that 1 might 
diſcharge ſome part of a promiſe Guto diverſe my 
godly friends of Kent and Suſſex , which are to- 
wards the right honowrable and Vertuons Earle 
of Huntington , Hnto whom lalſo my ſelfe am 
beund in all dutifulnes im the Lord , who by their 


due right may mſtly claims the ſame at myhand _ 


of whom they hawe all ſo well deſerued,and Vnto 


whom 1am ſure this rreatiſe will come welcome , 


How- 


To the Reader. 


Hewſoener it fall out of ſome to be miſliked : for 
concerning them 1 am fully perſuaded,as leſhua 
Ce of himſelfe and his , That they and 
their houſes will ſerue the Lord. And /make 
mo dowbt of al other 2.calous Chriſttans,but that 
this labour ſhall be well r hought off .1t «1s growen 
I conſeſie, albeit Gnto no great , yet much bigger 
bulke, then when 1 began 17,1 ſuppeſed it ſhould : 
the Lord hauing ginen a further bleſtimg Gnts rt 
then 1 looked for whereby | am comforted , that 
he w-ll of like mercie aired it Gnto the good and 
benefit of his Church, Elequence and rethoric all 
floriſhings, with filed wordes and brave phraſes, 
are not here to be expedted and looked for,as bee- 
omg ſuch flowers the whith neuer prewe im my 
barren,plaime, and homely country garden , yet 
may the hearbs that here are to be found,though 
not carrieng any outward gay and gallant ſhew, 
yeeld an wholſome and pleaſant ſmell 1m the no- 
firels of all godly parents,worn not in the hand!, 
but in the hearts and minds of all loumg and du- 
rifull children , the which ſhould henceforth of 
conſcience and knowledge pur into diligent Vſe 
and prattiſe this moF neceſſarie und waigbtie 
point of dutie, the which hitherto of ignorance, 
aud lacke of teachimg,hatb of the greater num- 
ber bene wegletted , fore/lowed, and onerpaſſed. 


Vafeignedlie wiſhing your knowledge and 
praRtiſe of all neceſlarie duties. 


lohn Stockpoad. 


Ioſhua, 24-16 


bt 


4 That Martages are nor 


to be made without th? conſent of 
Parenres. | 


> Mong many other 
« Vices, wherewith 
wo C&/ ro — = 
& - CAVY 1S IU ratugpn- 

# I red, infomuch that 
V the verie elements 
themſelues , toge- 
C ther withthe reſt of 
the creatures (as 5, 
Paule in his 8 Cap. 
ynto the Romans deth teach vs ) doe groane 
vnder the burthen of them , looking for a 
change,from the vyanitie whereunto they are 
made ſubie@ through the ſinne of man , that 

' they maybe reſtored vnto the glorious li- 
bertie of the ſonnes of God, this one is nei- 
ther the leaſt nor the laſt, whereby youth for 
the moſt part is growen vnto ſucha paſſe, 
that forgerring al childlike afreQion and du- 
tifull obedience vnto father and mother in 
the higheſt point of ſubieion , the which 

$ theyowe vnto themin this life, and wheryp- 
on dependerh their making or marring ( as 
they ſay)together with the continuall ioy or 
ſorrow of their parentes they whollie follow 

| their 


Rom, 4.970. 
2T, > + 1 23s 
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follow their own willand let out the raines 
ynto their owne vnbrideled 8& vnſetled luits, 
making matches according to their own fic- 
kie fantaſies , and chooſing vnto themſclues 
voketellowes after the ourward deceiuable 
diretion of the eie , nothing regarding the 
ſounde aJuice of a minde guided with the 
knowledge & feare of God, the which coun- 
ſelieth to reſpe& the inwarde graces and or- 
namentes of the ſoule, & not to be enamou- 
red with the outward garniſhing, beauty, bra 
h uverie and decking ofthe bodte. And hereof it 
Gen.6,z, Ccommeth topaſle,that men in their maria- 
ges tollowing the maners of the ſons of the 
firit forlorne world, ſecing the daughters of 
men to be beautitull 8& pleaſing voto the ce, 
take yvnto themſelues of all that they like,nor 
walting nor ſtaieng for the choiſe of their 
pareuts,by whoſe authoritie,if they ought to 
 __ bedireCtedin the matters of ſmaller warght 
ow I and leſle importance,as now is ſo ſhameleſſe 
rears inthe and void of grace,that he dare to denic, how 
mall mat- much more are they then to be ruled by their 
par. m_ graue aduicein thts which chiefly concer- 
Preater, neth Gods glorie, their owne welfare , the 
chearing and reioicing ofthem that haue be- 

gotten them, 

But like as in the firſt age of the world, this 
fin isin theplace of Geneſis betore recited, 
reckoned yp by the holie Ghoſt for one of 
the principall cauſes that mocued God to ſer 
wide open the windowes of heaucn, and to 

poure 


P 
d 
| 
r 
| 
{ 
\ 
] 

| 


without conſent of parents. 13 


poure downe raine in ſuch fearfull aboun- 
dance,as thatin the raging force & ſwelling 
ſtreame ofthe ſame,man with all other crea- 
tures miſerably periſhed,thoſe onely excep- 
red,the which were preferued inthe Arke * 
ſo queſtisles we do owe moſt of the plagues, 
wherewith now a daies God puniſheth this 
preſent age , and in the end will :n fearfull 
maner conſume the ſame vnto this great and 
maine ſin of children their matching in ma- 
riage without the counſaile and aduice , nay 
ſpite ofthe tecth of their godly parenres.For 
mariage being the meanes the which God 
himſelfe hath ordained and tanCtified for the 
pPrRgn__ and increaſe of mankind , that 
ing taken in hand in his feare, a godly ſeed 
being multiplied & growen vp here on carth 
the ſame may be bleſſed to the conſtitution 8 
making of a Church, the which may ſeruehim 
in holines and righteouſnes : when the ſame 
is taken in hand with the breach of his com - 
mandement,ſo far off is it, thar any bleſsing 
is to be hoped for , that contrariwile his hot 


indignation and heauie curſe hanzeth ouer yaciage ra 
that houſe & familic, wher the parties which ken in hand 


are the principall pillers and vpholders of the ”? 


ſame, arelinked andried together in ſuch a G44; com- 
bid of wedlock, whoſe links 8 inclofings are mandemene, 
not faſtened and coupled rogether 'with the £25 207 prot- 
neceſſarie and lawful! aſſent and liking of the © ON 


parentes,whoſe authoritie & conſent ought 
to beare the chictelt ſway ,and (trike likewiſe 
we 
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the greateſt ſtroke in this moſt holy and hea- 
uenlie action. And like as mariage is begon 
& enterpriſed in the feare of God according 
to his word,there Godis well pleaſed , there 
the parties ſo matched liue together in a 
ioyfull agreement and liking the one of the 0- 
ther , there God is honoured and ſerued in 
ſynceritie and truth,there the children,when 
God giuerh them, with the relt of the familic 
are inſtructed and brought vp inthe know- 
ledge of religion , and grounds of faith: ſoon 
the other ſide, the regard of that which God 


ARA 


eſpecially comandeth ,being ſhut out of ouc , 


mariages,there mult necedes enſuehis diſhke, 
and diſpleaſure,there is 1ar and diſcord,there 
Gods honour is negleGted , there houfhold- 
diſcipline and chriſtian-inftruftion of ſuch as 
belong vnto our chardge , goeth vtterly to 
wracke,and is nothing at all regarded . And 


no marucil: for , if where God bleſſeth, all 


thinges goe welland doe proſper , then con- 
tequentlie where he curſeth , there nothing 
thriueth, hath good ſucceſſe, or goeth happi- 
ly forward. 


Now if anieſhall ſuppoſe thar theſe ſpea- | 


ches are but wordes of courſe, & carriea gal- 
lant ſhew, without any ſubſtance or proofe 
of matter,pointing rather ynto ſuch an order 
2s we would haue, or with to be obſeruedin 
the matches of our children, then ſthewing 
by good eudence that ſo1t ought indzed and 
of right to be, 1t is now time that we drawe 

ſome- 


; 


without conſent of parents. oy 
ſomewhat neerer vnto the queſtion , the 


A which vpon waightie conſideration we haue _ 
n | takeninhand,&by Gods aſsiſtance mean to The principal 
- prooue: Whichis,that children may not ma- + = 


ry without the conſent & agreement of their Treaxiſe. 
14 parentes.And ths ] _ {hall in ſuch ſort be 
0- performed , as chat it ſhall plainlie appeare, 


chat not only the conſent of father & mother 
cn is chieflic requiſite in the caſe of mariage, but 
lie alſo in the former ages and more ancient 
W- times of this world, alwates declining from 
on detter toworlſe , that the choiſe it ſelfe of 
od wiues for the ſonnes, and husbandes for the 
ur , daughters,reſted wholly in the power & an- 
(C, thoritie of the parentes , inſomuch that not 
re - onely the better ſort of the children ofthe 


d-  godlie referred the whole care of their be- 
as * ftowing this way vnto the prouident eleQi- 
ro on of their fathers and mothers, but the ye- 
nd v richeathen themſelues that were not altoge- 
all ther paſtgrace,and had cleanz ſhaken of the 


2n- yoke of dutiful obedicce,would not ſo much 
ng aS once youchſate to heare of the motion of 
p1- any match for themſelues in the ſtate of wed- 


lock,except the choiſe of their fathers & mo- 

Ca- thers had gon before. 
Firſt then I willay this down for the foun - 
dation, whereupon the reſt of the building 
der \ ſhall be framed,thewhick is granted and a- 
Jin greed vpon among all the learned: namelie, 
ing + thathowſocuer the minde of man ſince and 
through the fall of our firit parentes , is blin- 


ded 
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j{ God hath ded anddarkened , yet God hath left ſome 
| ine gonerall ſmal & general ſparkles of light in the ſame, 
| principles, & the Which the verie heathen haue acknow- 
| groundes of Jedped,and received for vndoubred rrueths, 
| mo — and there is none (o blunt and ſhameles, that 
men, he can gaine ſay them,as for example : Ther 
i we ought not to hurt or wrong any man : That 
we muſt pirce to exery one that which 15 hes, And | 
| (which is the head and chiefe of all, concer- 
| ning our outward behauiour, and ſuch dea- 
—_ as vſuallie doe fall out betweene man 
and man) Doe not that Gnto another, thewhich | 
thow woulde? net haue to be done Gnto thy ſelfe. 
| with many other ſuch like,the which we o= *' 
f therwiſe tearme The law of nature, or of na- 
tions, be cauſe they are naturallic engrauen 
and written it: the heartes of all men,and ap- 
prooved and receiued with the generall con- 
ſentot all nations, yea and that ſo far foorth, 
thatthoſe which do violate and breake them 
were worthy of death, as the bolic Apoſtle 
himſelte ſomewhere in wordes doeth telltifie 
and witneſſe: if therforeit be aprinciple that 
no man doubteth of, That we ſbould doe as 
we world be done Hnto,and that we ought nor 
to doe vnto otters thatthing, the ike wher- | 
of we would begreeved m__ offended , they } 


Rom-1. 13+ 


The Grft 1e:- ſhould doe vnto vs: I appeale tothe conſci- 

fon trom :bc ence of all graceleſſe ſonnes and daughters, 

law etuature 1c now a taics(the more is the pitie)1n too 
greatmaltirudes betroth themſclues in ma- 
r12ze without the priuitie , nay againft the 


will 


ad mm, , > = om» A aa 6©&- AA ww GD ao ee caec I SR 


wthant conſent of Parentes. 17 
will oftheir fathers and mother, whether thar 


| theywouldrakeicin good parr at the hands 
'-- oftheirchildren; ifthey ſhould in like maner 


prouide themſclues of wiues and husbands, 
their good wil and conſent being not firit ob- 
rained before,if there bee none having any 
conſcience at all ,but that the ame dulie ex- 
amined cuerie night when he, goeth vato his 
bed.telleth him that he woulde nor thus him- 
ſelfe be ſerued:let this rule then be ſufficient 
to teack him,that he alſo ought not to marie 
without the well liking and agreement ofhis 
father and mother, Wouldeſt not thou what- 
ſocuer thou art,that thy childe, ifthou carrie 
any fatherly mind towards him,ſhould in his 


matching and marrieng be aduiſed and dire- 


Qed by thee? And darelt thou affiance and af- 
ſure thy ſelfe vntoan other in the moſt hono- 
rable and holie eſtate of mariage, withouc 
the knowledge aud counſell of thy father > 
Thou thy ſelfe the more dearly and tender- 
lie thou loueſt thine owne childe, the more 
deeplie wilt thou bee touched with pricfe 
and forrowe inthy verie innermoſt bow- 
els and affetions , he, if he beſtowe himſelfe 
contrarieto thy liking,andcan thoſe thar be- 
gatthee, thinkeft thou, reioice and bee glad, 
when thou haſt wedded contrarie ynto their 
mind and good liking? Doe therefore as thou 
wouldeſt be done ynto : Marie with the con- 


 fentofthy parentes , as thou wouldeſt thae 


thy children ſhoulddoe with thine. Andas 
(22 thou 
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thou wouldeſt not that thoſe vnder thy go- 


uernment ſhould join in matrimonie againſt 


thy will,ſo in anyc3ſe take heed, that thou 
contraQ not thy ſelf according to thine own 
pleaſure, bur ſtay for the direction and good 
aduice of thy father, for it is an hard matter 
to haue the teſtimonie of thine owne conſci- 
ence to bee alyaies' accuſing thee thar thou 
haſt done amiſſe,, and contrarie vnto that 0+ 
bedience,the which thou oweſt vnto thy ſu- 
periours, andlookeſt alſo that thy children 
ſhould performe vnto thee. 
Secondlie,that cheſe priuie contrads, that 
The ſecond js to ſay,ſuch as are mand in ſecret, or in cor- 


e - - 2 
pearon taken  ners,or otherwiſe in place neuer ſo publique 


thority of pa- Without the conſent of the parents , are not 


rentsouer [awful, may this way more plainly appeare, if 
their children ,. weigh 8 conſider,that Gildren = not at 
| their owne libertie, & diſpofition,nor(as they 
ſay)their owne-men,bue vader the authority 

and power of their parenres, like as ſeruantes 

are at the diſpoſing oftheir maiſters. Nay 


they are ſo much more bound vato their fa- 


thers & mothers, then ſeruants are, or can be 
vnder the power of their maiſters, by howe 
much next vnder God,they do ovve their ve- 
rie being vnto thoſe that begat them , vvhich 
they do not vnto their maiſters, & therefore 
15 the band of their obedience greater and 
ſtraighter vnro their fathers , then is that of 
ſeruants vnto their maiſters.Hereof it follow- 


eth that thoſe vvhich are alike ſubiet _ 
e 


— 


place themſelues with others againſt the will 
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the gouernmentof others,are alſo alike dc- 

barred from the ſame fieedoms & liberties, 
thatotherwile, ifthey were not thus ſubieR, 

they might enioy: but ſeruants and children 

are tied witha like and equall band of ſabie- 
Rion,inſomuch that if ia this behalfe ther be 

any ods,it is in this, that children owe more 

dutie yntotheir fathers then ſeruantes vnto 

their maiſters,as was prooued a litle before : 

they are therefore debarred from the ſame li. 

bertie and freedome, whereof enſueth , thar 

if ſeruantes haue not this libertie withour 

the leaue of their maiſters to betake them- 

ſelues vnto others, no mote may children 

without the authoritie of their parentes , af- 

fiance and betroth themſelues in mariage vn- 

to others: but ſeruants are by the lawes, as 

the learned doe knowe( and 1 ſpeake of the 

lawes and ſeruants,not as they are with vs at +4. jawes of 
this day,butas they were in the more ancient clder times re 


andelder times)reſtrained of this lib-:rtic to {tran eruans 
fro liberty at 


their owne 
of their mailters, therefore children may not pleatureco be 
givethemſclucs in matrimanie vnto others cake _ 
without the conſent of their progenitors, ; 6. wicrous 
And albeit that by thelawes of our own land the leaue of 
nowe in force there bee as yet no prouiſo wcirmalters. 
made againſt the matching of ſeruants with- 
out the approbation and allowance of their 
mailters,yet(vnder the correction of others) 
it ſeemeth vato me great reaſon , that where 
there are uo parents,cucn in thoſe places che 

B » keruantes 
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ſeruants, ſhould take the dire&ion of their 
dly maiſters in this behalfe , in vyhich my 
1dgement1 am ner ſingular, but can,ifneed 
be auouch mine aflertion by the authoritie of 
the learned But what ſhall this neede, when 
as the equiric hereof may bee inferred of that 
which we read in the books of Moſes , where, 
ſuch as pleaſe with diligence to conferre the 
places,they may eaſily find , that ſuch ſeruits 
| Exod-21. .. geretbrues, though the time of their ſer- 
'} Leuilt.25. yice was ſhorter then was theirs, which were 
' Deutil5-12 grangers and of other nations, yet during the 
ſpace of their yeares they had to ſerue in,they 
, were not to marie at their ownelibercie, but 
| their maiſters hand bare the chiefe ſtroke in 
i this bufines. This courſe beeing obſerued in 
the Ebrue ſeruants,it will nor, as I take it be 
gain-ſaid,thar ſeruants of other people and 
countries, whoſe bondage in manie reſpe&ts 
was farheauier, were likewiſe depriued of 
this libertie of marrying, during the time of 
their ſeruicude and thraldom,without the ap- 
_— of their Lordes and maiſters : yet 
ereby is not meant to preiudicate or im- 
peach, much leſle ro controlle the libertie of 
our lawes, orlaw-makers, in ſuch caſes as 
God hath left free vnto them , but onely out 
of that which God himſelfe ſer downe vnto 
his owne people in debarring ſeruants,as ſer- 
vants to make their owne choiſe in caſes of 
mariage,to prooue that children, which are 
13s great orrather greater ſubieion vnro 


their 
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their fathers authority,are likewiſe bound by 
as harda band to tarie for the cooſent of their 
parentes in their contraftes of matrimonie, 

Thirdlie, the great ſoueraintic,rule &pow- ,, 
er that by the law of Moſes was giuen vnto taken trs 
the Iewiſh fathers ouer their children,and by the large iu- 
the ordinances of the Romanes to the pa- "'4Qion and 

. power the 
rents ouer their ſonnes and daughters, by gyich in an- 
yertue whereof the one in caſes of neceſsitie cientrimes 
might ſel their children for bondſlaues to re- M* binper- 

. -1z mitted vnto 
lecue themſclues , and the other might kill parences ouce 
them in reuenge of their owne private inju- rv«ir childre, 


R . the which 
ries done vnto themſelues, or publique e- ws ab 


' normities offcred ynto others,albeit thac of þeir thar it be 


Moſes rhay be thought to be permitted , like norſimply to 
as other thinges for atime 1n regard of the *2Þ< 2Mowed 
hardneſle of their heart , and this ofthe Ro- chair foe 
manes deſerue iuſtlie to bee condemned as uerainuein 
barbarous, cruel] , and ſauage-, yet doe they — - 
both argue,that ifparents authoritie werein fonrmediy 
thoſe times ſo __ in thinges that ſeeme ſo their children 
hardlie to bedigelted,that they had a far grea- — 
ter authoritie in thoſe matters & duties, the ence. ; 
which might be performed with more conſci- 
ence,andmuch lefle ditficultic and danger, 
namelie in bearing chiefelt ſway in the mari- 
age oftheir children, and in other cauſes of 4c, 
l:ke durifull obedience. reaſon from 
To this may be added,that the children are thecondition 


worthelte to be reckoned among the goodes of goods vn- 


to the power 


and ſubltance of their fathers , and that by a thar the ow- 
more eſpeciall right then any thing els , the ner5 have o- 
Bs which 


ver the larwe 
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the which belongeth vnto their poſſeſsion , as 
thoſe which are more neerlie linked and ijoy- 
ned vnto them , and which coſt. them more 
dearlic,being fleſh of their fleſh , and bone of 
their bone,and without whom ,'thney had ne- 
uer bzne: ſo that they owe themſclues whol- 
lievntothemin all maner of obedience and 
dutitull affeftion, and ſhall in ſeeking to be- 
troth th=mſelnes at their owne pleaſures;nat 
regarding to haue the good will and leaue of - 
theirparentes, deale as prepoſterouſlie , and 
ouerthwartlie,as if the a ſhould poe a- 
bout to diſpoſe the owner and poſſelſor of 
the ſame', andnot bediſpoſcd and ordered 
by thoſe vnto whom the poſſeſsion and pro- 
ertic of the ſame doeth by right and equitie 
butccy and appertaine; for it ſtandeth with 
great reaſon, thatthe owner diſpoſe ofthe 
goodes, and not contrariwiſe the goodes of 
the ovener, which werein deedathing verie 
abſurd or contrarie to all reaſon. Now if any 
—— ſhall doubt,whether that the children bee to 
the goodes of Þ& reckoned among the goodes of their pa- 
che parents. rentes or no, he ſeemeth tq bee ignorant of - 
that point the which the deuill himſelfe well 
enough vnderitood , as we may reade in the 
firlt of lob, where it is ſer downe , that when 
God gane him leaue todeale witha! thatIob 
- had,hemedlerh with his ſonnes and daugh> 
ters,as well as with his ſeruants , and reſt of 
his ſubſtance taking themalſo to be a portion 
_ of the ſame. Wherefore euen in this that _- 
ren 
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dren are their fathers riches(as it isthe com- 
mon ſaying)they muſt not beſtow themſelues 
bur mult be beſtowed of their parents, whoſe 
goods they are. And leaſt any man ſhoulde 
contemne this as a weake and childiſh reaſon 
lethim know, that the learned Father Theo- 
dorus Beza vſeth it,although not in the ſame 
iuſt number of wordes , yet in this verie ſelfe 
ſame argument,and to theſelſe ſame purpoſe, 
in his booke de repways £5 dinertys, where his 
O_—_ may bee further ſeene to iumpe 
with mine fullie in this queſtion, as mine alio 
in this behalfe agreeth with the opinion of al 
thelearned. I 

And it ſeemethnot to bee much imperti- 
nentfrom this place, the which wee read in 
the booke of Numbers concerning Vowes, 
where among other things we doe fiade, that 
the vowes which were made by the. children 
without the priuitic and conſent of the fa- 
thers,and of the wiues without the liking and 
allowance of their husbandes were altoge- 
ther vnlawfull and of no force. And the rea- 


ſon according to true weaning of the place,is 
geuen by the beſt Interpreters, becauſe nei. 


ther children,nor wines are /#- zars , that is, 


at their owne libertie and appointment , but 
ynder the rule and geucrnment of others, 
namelie of their parentes and husbands. As 


The hft rea- 
ſon trom the 
vneffeQual- 
nes ol vowes 
without the 
conſentof 
arents,and 
usbands in 
their childr# 
and wiues., 


therefore to make a vow vnto the Lord, being 
in it ſelfe and ofit owne nature an holy and 
acceptable aCtion vnto God, and wherewith 

B 4 he 
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he is well pleaſed, is notwithſtanding in 

children vnlawfull,becauſe iris ſuch an a&ti- 

on as they onlie may performe which are free 

and at their ownediſpoſition, the which they 

are not: ſo in like maner to conſent in matri- 

monie,although in it ſelfe ic be both honelt 8 
lawfull, yer is 1t not an ation of force in chil- 
dren,withourt the conſent and allowance of 
their parentes , becauſe that children are nor 

free 8& at their own libertie, bur by the lawes 
i} both of God and man tied and bound vnte 
[4 the ſubieQion of their fathers , as hath ar 
| Jarge bene ſhewed before , and through the 

whole diſcourſe of this treatiſe is to be proo+ 

| ued alſo hereafter. 

!'The Ger rea. Inthe 22, of Exodus there is alaw concer- 

ſon from the nipgthe iptiſing ofmaids(a praQtiſe this day 

oy ines 16 E** £00. Common, becauſe there 15 not diſcipline 
1/fing of maids, ſharpe enough miniſtred to reprefle it)and in 
[andthe fa: rhe chapter before going there is another c6- 

hi vr. Niturion as touching fathers, that to releeue 

| (hers = _ their owne necelsities are conſtrained to fell 

|" pants. their daughters for ſeruants:by the firſt wher- 

4 of it appeareth, that the contra of children 

6 without theconſent of their parentes ,is nor 


; auaillable,or of anie force: and by the ſeeond 
1 may cafilie be gathered that ſeruats were not 
: at libertie to make their owne choiſe in ma- 
; riage,bur that the right thereof appertained 
vnto their maiſters, both places tointlie coclu 


ding flatlie for me,that both children & ſer- 
wants as Res domworumithatis, the goodes of 


their 
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their owners,are not, as in other caſes of leſſe 


 waight,ſoin like ſort in that matter of greate 


importance , namely the beſtowing of them- 
ſelues in wedlocke for to follow the vieslent 
ſtreawe of their owne pleaſing affeions, bur 
to be ordered and guided by the rule of their 
fathers and maiſters. I will ſee downe the ſe- 
verall wordes of the law in both theſe caſes, 
that being diligentlie obſerued and marked, 
fathers and maiſters may learne what was the 
authoritie in the mariage of their children 8& 
ſeruants, and that theſe likewiſe may vnder- 
ſtand what 15 their part 8 dutie in theſe con- 
{iderations.The wordes for intifing of maides 
are theſe: And if a man imtiſe a maid that # 


not berroathed,and lie with ber, he ſhall endow 


her and take her to wife: ifber father refuſe to 
gize her to him,he fball pay money according to 
the dowrie of Girgms. Here is expreſlie ſer 
downe,that albeit the two parties vere fullic 
agreed,yet is the match not to goe forwarde, 
vnleſſethe father alſo doe giue his confent, 
Now for the father his ſelling ofhis daughter, 
to redeeme his owne need and pouertie, thus 
ſpeaketh the lawpgiuer in the chapter afore 
going: Likewsſe if a man ſell his dawghtcr to 
be a ſerwant fbe ſhall not gee out as men ſeruants 
Aoelf fbe pleaſe nor her maifter , who hath be- 
rrothed her Gnto himſelfe,then ſhall be cauſe to 
buy her he ſhail haue ne power to ſell her t04 
ffrange people, ſeeing he deſpiſed or defloured her. 
But if be bath betretbed ber Onto bys ſenne, he 


ball 


Exodus,23. 
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ſeruants, ſhould take the direCtion of their 
dly maiſters in this behalfe , in vvhich my 
judgement | am net ſingular, but can,ifneed 
be auouch mine affertion by the authoritie of 
the learned But what ſhall this neede , when 
L 1 as the equitie hereof may bee inferred of that 
which we read in the books of Moſes, where, 
ſuch as pleaſe with diligence to conferre the 
places,they may eaſily find , that ſuch ſeruits 
'F { Exod.21. .. veretbrues, thou gh the time of their ſer- 
|f Leuit.25. yicewas ſhorter then was theirs, which were 
1'\} Deut.15-12 grangers and of other nations, yer during the 
ſpace of their yeares they had to ſerue in, they 
were not to marie at their owne libertie, but 
their maifters hand bare the chiefe ſtroke in . 
| this bufines. This courſe beeing obſerued in 
Wh! the Ebrue ſeruants,it will not, as I take it be 
111 gain-ſfaid,thar ſeruants of other people and 
countries, whoſe bondage in manie reſpets 
| was farheauier, were likewiſe depriued of 
| this libertie of marrying, during the time of 
their ſeruicude and thraldom,withour the ap- 
PO_—_ of their Lordes and maiſters : yet 
ereby is not meant to preiudicate or im- 
It peach, much leſſe ro controlle the libertie of 
j our Jlawes, orlaw-makers, in ſuch caſes as 
God hath left free vnto them , but onely out 
It of that which God himſelfe ſet downe vnto 
nf his owne people in debarring ſeruants,as ſer- * 
It wants to make their owne choiſe in caſes of . 
| mariage,to prooue that children , which are 


their 


RA $-- « gies 
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mas greatorrather preater ſubicion vnto * * 
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their fathers authority,are likewiſe bound by 
as hard a band to tarie for the cooſent of their 
parentes in their contrates of matrimonie, 

Thirdlie , the great ſoueraintic,rule &pow- 
er that by the law of Moſes was giuen vnto (,,muken tr 
the Iewith fathers ouer their children,and by the large iu- 
the ordinances of the Romanes to the pa» "'\&Q19n and 
rents ouer their ſonnes and daughters, by huch in an- 
yertue whereof the one in caſes of neceſsitie cienttimes 
might ſel their children for bondflaues to re- Nth bin per- 
lecue themſelues , and the other might kill parcaces vuer 
them in reuenge of their owne private iniu- rv«ir childre, 


G , the which 
ries done vnto themſelues , or publique e- cults: of 


' normities offcred ynto others,albeit thac of yeir thar it be 


Moſes rhay be thought to be permitted , like notſimply to 
as other thinges for atime in regard of the ** >< Howed 
hardneſſe of their heart , and this ofthe Ro- 2c d ao 
manes deſecrue iuſtlie to bee condemned as uerainue in 
barbarous, cruel] , and ſauage-, yet doe they —— 
both argue,thar ifparents authoritie were in jourmed by 
thoſe times ſo large in thinges that ſeeme ſo their children 
hardlic to be digeſted,thar they had afargrea- Mihourany 
ter authoritie in thoſe matters & duries, the ence, Z 
which might be performed with more conſci- 
ence,andmuch lefſe ditficultie and danger, 
namehe in bearing chicfelt ſway in the mari- 
age of their children, and in other cauſes of 4,.coum 
l:ke durifull obedience. reaſon from 
To this may be added,thatthe children are thecondition 
worthelie to be reckoned among the goodes ?. . apr 
and ſubſtance of their fathers , and that by a that the ow 
more eſpeciall right then any thing els , the 1ers have o- 
B; which uer the {are 
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the which belongeth ynto their poſſeſsion ; as 
thoſe which are more neerlie linked and ijoy- 
ned vato them , and which coſt. them more 
dearlie,being fleſh of their fleth , and bone of 
their bone,and without whom ,'they had ne- 
ver bene: ſo that they owe themſclues whol- 
lie vntothemin all maner of obedience and 
dutitull affe&tion, and ſhall in ſeeking to be- 
troth th<mſelues at their owne pleaſures;nat 
regarding to haue the good will and leaue of - 
their parentes, deale as prepoſterouſlie , and 
ouerthwartlie,as if the vated ſhould pgoe a- 
bout to diſpoſe the owner and poſſeilor of © 
the ſame', and not bediſpoſed and ordered 
by thoſe vnto whom the poſleſsion and pro- 
ertie of the ſame doeth by right and equitie 
belong and appertaine; for ir ſtandeth with 
great reaſon, that the owner diſpoſe ofthe 
goodes, and not contrariwife the goodes of 
the ovener,vhich were in deedathing verie 
abſurd or contrarie to all reaſon. Now if any 
—_— ſhall doubt,whether that the children bee to 
the goodes of Þ& reckoned among the goodes of their pa- 
che parents. fentes or no, he ſeemeth tq bee ignorant of 
that point the which the deuill himſelfe well 
enough vnderitood , as we may reade in the 
firlt of loþ, where it is ſet downe , that when 
God gane him leaue todeale witha! thatlob 
- had,he medlerh with his ſannes and daugh- 
ters,as well as with his ſeruants , and reſt of 
his ſubſtance taking themalſo to be a portion 
_ of the ſame. Wherefore euen in this that _- 
| dret 
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1326 drenaretheir fathers riches(as it isthe com- 
ioy- * monſaying)they muſt not beſtow themſelues 
Nore bur mult be beſtowed of their parents,whoſe . 
1eof goods they are. And leaſt any. man ſhoulde 
[ ne- contemne this as a weake and childiſh reaſon 
hol- lethim know, that the learned Father Theo- 
and dorus Beza yſeth it,although not inthe ſame 

be- wſt number of wordes , yet in this verie ſelfe _ 
nat ſame argument,and to the ſelfe ſame purpoſe, 
eof - in his booke de repudys <1 dinortys,where his 
and _—_—_ may bee further ſeene to iumpe 
Ee 2- with mine fullie in this queſtion, as mine alſo 
r of © inthisbehalfe agreeth with the opinion of al 
?red thelearned. TER 
DIA” And it ſeemethnot to bee much imperti- The fiftrea- 
titie nent from this place, the which wee read in OY 
with the booke of Numbers concerning Vowes, nes of yowes 
fthe where among other things wedbe fade, that withour the 
s of the vowes which were made bythe. children —— 
erie without the priuitic and conſent of the fa- mrs 
any thers,and of the wiues without the liking and. -ncir childre_ 
eto allowance of their husbandes were altoge- 929es: 
pa- , ther vnlawfulland of no force. And the rea- 
tof ſon according to true meaning of the place,is 
vell geuen by the beſt Interpreters'-becauſe nei. 
the ther children,nor wines are /# #ar-5 , that is, 
hen at their owne libertie and appointment , but 
lob vnder the rule and geucrnment of others, 

h- namelie of their parentes and husbands. As 

of therefore to make a vow vnto the Lord,being 
ion in it ſelfe and ofit owne nature an holy and 
hil- acceptable action vnto God, and wherewith 


ret B 4 he 
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he is well pleaſed, is notwithſtanding in 
children vnlawfull,becauſe iris ſuch an aQti- 
on as they onlie may performe which are free 
and at their ownediſpoſition, the which they 
are not: ſo in like maner to:conſent in matri- 
monie,although in it ſelfe ic be both honelt 8 
lawfull,yet is1t not an ation of force in chil- 
dren,without the conſent and allowance of 
their parentes , becauſe that children are noe 
free & at their own libertie, bur by the lawes 
both of God and man tied and bound vnte 
the ſubieQzon of their fathers , as hath ar 
Jarge bene ſhewed before , and through the 
whole diſcourſe of this treatiſe is to be proo» 
ued alſo hereafter. 
Inthe 22; of Exodus there is alaw concer- 
nivgthe intifing ofmaids(a praQtiſe this day 
ro0 Common, becauſe there is not diſcipline 
ſharpe enough miniſtred to repreſie it)and in. 
the chapter before going there is another c6- 
fiturion as touching fathers, that to relecue 
their owne necelsities are conſtrained to fell 
their daughters for ſeruants:by the firſt wher- 
of it appeareth,that the contra of children 
without theconſent of their parentes ,is not 
auaillable,or of anie force : and by the ſeeond 
may cafilie be gathered that ſeruits were not 
at libertie to make their owne choiſe in ma- 
riage,but that the right thereof appertained 
vnto their maiſters, both places tointlie coclu 
ding flatlie for me,that both children & ſer- 
uants as Res domanoramithat 1s n the goodes of 


their 
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their owners,are not, as in other caſes of leſſe 
waight,ſoin like ſort in that matter of greate 
importance , namely the beſtowing of them- 
ſelues in wedlocke for to follow the vislent 
ſtreame of their owne pleaſing affeQions, bur 
to be ordered and guided by the rule of their 
fathers and maiſters. Iwill ſet downe the ſe- 
uverall wordes of the law in both theſe caſes, 
that being diligentlie obſerued and marked, 
fathers and maiſters may learne what was the 
authoritie inthe mariage of their children 8& 
ſeruants, and that theſe likewiſe may vnder- 
ſtand what 1s their part 8 dutie in theſe con- 
{iderations.The wordes for intiſing of maides 
are theſe: And if a man omtiſe a maid that u 


not berrathed,and lie with her, ' he ſhall endow - 


her and tuke her to wife; if ber father refuſe to 
tine her to him,he fball pay money according to 
the dowrie of Girgmms, Here is expreſlie ſer 
downe, that albeit the two parties were fullic 
agreed,yet is the match not to goe forwarde, 
valeſſethe father alſo doe gue his conſent, 
Now for the father his ſelling of his daughter, 
to redeeme his owne need and pouertie, thus 
ſpeaketh the lawgiuer in the chapter .afore 
going: Likewsſe if a man ſell his daughtcr to 
be 4 ſeruant ſhe ſhall not gee out as men ſeruants 
Acetf fhe pleaſe nor ber maifter , who hath be- 
trothed her Gnto himſelfe,then ſhall be cauſe to 
buy her,he ſhail haue ne power to ſell her toa 
ffrange people, ſeeing he deſpiſed or defloured her. 


But if be bath betretbed ber VGnto bys ſenne, he 
| alt 


Exodus,22. 
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fall deale with her according to the euflome 
of the dang hters. So that ye ſee howe the mai- 
den in this ſort ſold to be a ſeruant by her fa- 
ther, became by this ſale bound co the power 
ofher mailter, to bee at his appointing inthe 
caſe of marrying,and ſuch was the condition 
of all other ſeruants by the law of God in this 
reſpeR,and that the ſonnes alſo were not left 
vnto their ownedireCtion , no although that 
they were otherwiſe free , beſides that this 
place doth prooue{the ſame,direttly affirming 
that the father of the free ſon might berroth 
him vnto his bond maid , itſhall inhis place 
ſufficientlic henceforward likewiſe appeare. 
Beſides al this whatclearer euidece can we 
haue on our fide, then the fift commandemer, 
in the which childre are comanded to honor 


1111] ehy father & their fathers and mothers,with a bleſſing pro- 
1117}! morher.&c- mijſed to thoſe which perform the ſame:wher- 


by we gather by the nature of contraries,that 
there isacurſe alſo belonging vnto all thoſe 
children that ſhal diſhonor them. And in that 
God willeth that the parentes by, their chul- 
dren ſhould be honoured, he meaneth, that 
they ſhould in all humilitie- and modeſtie re- 
uerence them,with all dutifull ſubmiſston,be 
obedient vnto them,and with all willingnes 
ſhew themlſelues thankful! for their procrea- 
tion,education,ſuſtentation,and all other be. 
nefites,that vnder God they haue receiued 
from them, being readie by all meanes they 
pollible may,ermmadpyer,thar is, to —_ 
- aR 
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andexpreſſe towards them the nature ofthe 
Storke, whoſe propertie(as they write of the) 
is to prouide meat,and fecd their damis,when 
through age they grow ſo elde, that they are 
notablefor to help themſelues, that is to ſay, 
they muſt to their yerie vtmoſt ſecke to make 
them recompence and requitall of ſome part 
of rhoſe vnrequitable paines the which their 
louing parentes haue taken with them, and 
make ſome amends for the ynconteruaillable 
kindnes that they haue ſhewed towards them. 
But where they beſtowe themſelues in mart- 
age without the conſent of their parentes, 
there they do fault and make a wor» of dutie 
in all theſe three reſpeRes,thar is to ſay they 
neither reuerence,obey,nor ſhew themſclues 
thankful vnto them. For,reuerence conſiſteth 
in this, that we carie towards them a certaine 
honeſt and modeſt ſhamefaſtnes joyned with 
abaſhfull awfulnes & ſtanding in feare of thE 
the which worketh in vs aConceiuing of ſuch 
an opinion and eſtimation of them, as that 
we haue an eſpeciall reſpe& and regard of 
themin _ or not doing of things,neither 
of acareto pleaſethem,or ofa feare to offend 
them. Obedience herein ſheweth foorth it 
ſelfe, in that willinglie without murmuring 
or grudging we bew1lling to be ordered, di- 
rected, guided, and ruled by them, being rea- 
die to doall lawfull thinges the which they 
command vs, & to refraine from thoſe things 
the which they ſhall forbjd vs. Thankfulne 
| beſides 


28 Mariagtinot tobe made 


befides that, there are many other branches, 
is alwaies mindful of benefits received, and 
therefore carrieth continually a vigilant and 
watchfull cie towards the partie by whome 
it hath bene pleaſured, that no diſcurteſie in 
any caſe bee offered, oranie occaſion mini- 
ſtred, whereby he may conceiue vnkiadnes. 
And by thus familiar deſcriptis of theſe three 
heades , whereof ſtandeth chieflie the honor 
duc vnto parentes, we may clearlie ſec , that 
thoſe which in wedding rarie not for the 
conſent of their fathers and mothers, do nei- 
therſtand in any awfull feare of them, as who 
they would be loth to offend or diſpleaſe,nor 
yet giue ouer themſelues inall thinges to be 
gouerned and aduiſed by them , or haue any 
regard that they be not cauſers to make their 
friendes or parents conceiue hardlie and vn- 
kindlie of them,when as it is more then ma- 
nifeſt,;that in matters concerning their duety 
towardes their parentes , no greefe cutteth 
neerer ynto oo, nas then this, when they 
entangle themſelues contrarie vnto their 
mindeand liking. And therefore ſuch chil- 
dren as match in this ſort, as it were in ſpite 
of the teeth of their fathers and mothers are 
neither reuerent, obedient ., nor thankfull 
vnto them, and fo conſequentlie they doe 
not honour them , wherby they incurrgand 
runne into the curſe of God , the which mult 
without true and vnfeigned repentance pull 
downe vpon the heades of themſclues Fa 

cir 
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their families the fearful plagues of God. His 
heauie and hot indignation againſt them to 


their-vtter ſubuerſion,decay and ruine, my eight _ 
S.Paulc in his epiſtle vnto the colloſsians, \Fe c1.ceof 


willeth children to bee obedient vnto their Þ 


parents in al things, & giueth areaſon therof 3 20+ 


ſaying, For that 15 well pleaſing Gnto the Lord. 
Out ofthis placel reaſon after this maner,to 
prooue that the good wil of the parents muſt 
be ſought for & obtained by the children in 
their contracts of mariage. Whatſoeuer plea- 
ſeth God,the ſame ought of al children to be 
praQiſed ſo far foorth as it concerneth their 
place & calling: but to marie with the c6ſent 
of parents is athing that pleaſeth God,there- 
fore children in their mariages ought to haue 
the conſent & allowance of their parets. Thar 
euerie one in his calling ought to labor todo 
that thing which pleaſeth God, I take to be a 
caſe ſo cleare, that no man doubreth ofthe 
fame ſo that to go about ro prooue this were 
as needles a thing, as to labor to prooue that 
water is moilt , fire is hot, or that itis dayat 
high noone. If any thing in the former reaſon 
bedenied,itwil be this,that ro mary with the 
conſent ofthe parents pleaſeth not God, the 
which although it be as, euident 8 apparent 
as the former,und canot be denied of any that 
hath a forehead at al( for who,except he cary 
a face of braſle, can be doubtfull of this,thar 
God is well pleaſed with the matching of 
children by the conſent of their parents,pro- 
uided alwaies that the mariage be in his teare 
the 
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the which caution is to be obſerved through 
out this whole controuerſie, either handled 
alreadie or to be touched herafter) yet for the ' 
fake of the ſimpler ſort, the whichof ignorace 
for the moſt part offend in this kinde ofpriuie 
contractes , I will make this poinc plaine alſo | 
after this maner. All obedience vnto parents. ” 
is wel pleaſing to the Lord, bur for the ſons to 
take wiues,& the daughters to take husbands 
with the liking and approouing of their fa- 
thers and mothers, is an eſpeciall obedience 
ynto them,any ſuch as all parentes wiſh euen 
with all their heart to haue in al their children | 

performed towards them, thereforeto marie - 
with the conſent af parents is ſuch an aCtion 
wherewith God is well pleaſed. The veric 
wordes of Paule, where he ſaieth,Ch:/dren 0- 
bey Jour parentes in all thmgs, doe ſufficientlie 
warrant, thatall obedience ynto parentes is 
wel pleaſing vato God,and the ſame is like- 
wiſe auouched by Paule before in the epi- 
file ynco the Epheſians , where ſpeaking of 
the dutie of children, he hath theſe words, 


. Childrex obey Jour parents im the Lord: ſetting 


downe this reaſon, for s 5: reghr. And that 
fathers and mothers do hold themſelues 0- 
beied,when their children be ruled and or- 
dered by them 1n the choiſe of their wiues 
and husbands,is ſo euident,that no man can 
gainſay it, It maſt therefore needes follow, 
that God is well pleaſed, when they do get 
them yoakefellowes with the may + 

their 
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their parents.Nay, asitistrueth not to bee 
doubted of, that God his fauour and alow- 
ance goeth alwaies with thoſe eſpouſals , or 
betrothings the which are ratified and eſta- 
bliſhed with the aſſenc of thoſe that bare 
vs,and ynto whom we doe owe our being, 
becauſe that herein we do perform a chiefe 
point of obedience,the which God looketh 
for, and requireth at our hands: ſo on the 
conrrarie, whe we ſhal ioin ourſelues in the 
band of matrimony,8 make no reckoning of 
the authoritie of our ſuperiours, ſtepping in 
betweene, God cannot behold thoſe bridals 
with a cheerefull and a ſmyling countenance 
but is difpleaſed,and frowneth at the ſame, 
becauſe that we haue forgotten ourſelues mn 
a principall part of our child-like and dutiful 
obedience.For if we muſt ſubmit our ſclues, 
and lay downe our handes ynder the feet of 
our parentes in all — our obe- 
dience in the verie ſmalleſt cauſes, becauſe 
God hath ſo commanded,is the Apoſtle ful- 
ly in ſo many wordes doth clearly teach vs, 
then doubtles much morein the caſe of ma- 
rying(a matter of ſuch force & importance, 
as whereupon forthe moſt part dependeth 
our making or marring)we ought willinglie 
to put our necks ynder the wholſome yoake 
of their fatherlie power,vpon whoſe conſent 
or refuſall lieth the eſtabliſhing or. diſanul- 
ling of our handfaſting our ſeJues without 
their agreement thereuat 0. 

But 
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The ninth But it will here bereplied,thar Paule him- 
ene toge- ſelfe in a kind of ſhew of ſome concrarietie, 
fwcring of Teltreineth the general obedience of children 
an obiegion commanded in the third to the Collofsians to 
— to bee perfourmed vnto their parentes inall 
VE chitdrens fhinges and draweth the fame into a more 
obedience, ſtraight and narrowe compaſk in his Epiſtle 
vnto the Epheſians , where he will haue their 
dutie to bee no further yeelded vnto them 
then in the Lord, and therefore vnleſſe it may 
plainlie be prooued , thatto haue the conſent 
of parentes in mariage is a thing commanded 
by the word of God, children are freed & ſet 
at libertie from gining obedience thereunto. 
Ianſwere,that rhe one place isa good 'com- 
ment andexpoſition ynto the other , ſo that 
this precept : Cbuldren obey your parentes im all 
rhingr,ought worthelie ro bee expounded by 
that other : Ch:ldren obey your parentes inthe 
Lord : that is(as I expound it, letting goe all 
other interpretations )in all ſuchthinges as 
are not againſt che Lorde, or whichin the 
Scriptures are commaunded by the Lord. 
Which interpretation I doe the rather im- 
brace,becauſeT ſee itto bee warranted by the 
anſrere the which Peter & Iohn in the AQts 
doe make vynto thechiefe rulers of the Syna- 
gog ue , whereby they excuſe themſelues for 
not obeying their intmbition forbidding them 
ro preach any more in the name of Ieſus,ſay- 
ing,Whether it be right m theſight of God, 10 
obey you rather them God tage ye. Whereby 

we 
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weare taught , thatnot onelie in the com- 


mMmandements of our parentes, but alſo of all 
other our ſuperiours be they Kinges,rulers or 
Magiſtrates of any other condition whatſoe- 
uer,, all which arecomprehended vnder the 
name of parentes,that if they inioine vs todo 
any thing againſt that obedience the which 
we owe vnto God, we are not indeed violet- 
lie to reſiſt, but we muſt with patience abide 
ſuch puniſhment as they ſhall lay vpon vs, 
rather then in obeying them we ſhould diſo- 
bey God, vnto whom of good right wee are 
bound aboue and before al others be they of 
neuer ſo high and excellent places. For there 
is a double obedience,thar 1s, a certaine firit, 
chief, & moſt ſoueraign obediece the which 
is proper and belongeth vnto God, and a ſe- 
cundarie or inferiour obedience the which is 
due and appertaining vnto men.So that in all a moſt gene- 
our aCtions what ſoeuer belongeth ynro this neraralrute =» 
life this is a moſt generall rule the which ad- 7 no 
mitteth or rec*iueth none exception : God exception. 
mui? be obered before, or rather then men, To 

returne therefore vnto the matter in hand, 

the obedience of children to their parentes 
mult(Igrant)be limitted and bounded with- 

in the railes and liſtes of our obedience pe- 

culter ynto God,thartisto ſay,Childre are no 

further ro obey the commandements of their 
parentes,then ſo far foorth as the ſame be an-- 
iwerableand agreable vnto the commande- 

wents of God. Bur this neuer awhit relicueth 
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their badand vnfollowable courſe the which 
in marriage will be their owne caruers, anl 
make their owne choiſe without the conſent 
and allowing of their parents, the which, de. 
fides that hath hitherto bene alleaged, we wil 
yet further more Jargelic and more expretlie 
prooue out of the word of God, andconfirme, 
thatſo it ought to be. 

And now are we come indeed ynto a more 

higher,and neerer point, and the which will 
ſceme ſtranger both vnto a great ſort of pa- 
rents,andalfo ſerue verie ſtronglie tocurbe 
the vnbrideled& ſtay-les affeRtions of an in- 
finite number of inconſiderate and vnaduiſed 
youthes ( if by the warrant of the word of 
God they may be ſtayd)) when as it ſhall bee 
plainlie laid downe vnto them, that not only | 
they are inth2ir handfaſtinges 8& making ſure 
in mariage to haue the conſent of theirfathers 
and mothers, andthat, nor ſeeking for the 
ſame,they breake Gods commandement, but 
alſo when it ſhall be ſhewed , that choile of 
wiucs and husbands for them, is not in their 
power, bur in the authoritie of their fathers, 
and that this , both inplaine wordes is ſet 
downe in the ſcriptures , and may moreouer 
beprooued by many examples as a general! 
vie and cultome to haue bene obſerued not - 
one!y ofthe godlier ſort among the lewes, 
buc alſo among the gentiles,which had no o- * 
thec direction an the lawof nature : Whenl 


fay ,icthall be cuidentlic prooued , yo the 
cho 
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choiſe in mariage,ofhusbands and wiues for 
their ſonnes and —_— » Was in the Pa- 
rents,and not in the children, 1 thinke there 


will no queſtion at all afterwards bee made, 
whether the conſent of the parents be requi- 
ſite to be had or no in the mariage of their 
children,foraſmuch as if it be nor in the chil- 
dren to make their owne choiſe, much leſſe 


may they marie without their parents liking : 
for thoſe that of themſeJues may nor doe the 
lefler , cannot be ſaid to bee at their owne li- 
betie to doe the greater: but children in mar 
rers of mariage may notdo the lefſer, that is, 
make their owne choiſe,whichis aleſſe thing 
then to marie without conſent, therefore it 
muſt of neceſsitiefollow,that in marying they 
muſt haue the conſent of their parentes, 

That children may not make their owne 
choiſe in marying, I prooue after this maner: 
-No childe may take vpon him theduetic and 
office of his father : To make choiſe of hus- 
bandes and wiues for ſonnes 8& daughters in 
mariage, is theduetieand office of fathers: 
therefore children in mariaze may not make 
their owne choiſe, and ſo conſequently may 
not marie without the c6ſent of theirfathers. 
The firſt, that children may not take ypon the 
the office of their fathers, I rake as graunrted. 
The ſecond,that parents oughtto take wiues 
vnto their ſonnes,and husbandes vnto their 
daughters,I will prooue by the commande- 
ment of God n ſundrie places,and by mani- 

C2 feſt 


Children in 
mariage ma 
not ma 

their owne 
choiſe, 
therefore 
much leſſe 
ought they 
marie withe 
out their 
friends'con- 


ſenr, 
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feſt reaſon drawen from thoſe places. And in 
this point,1f I beſtow the more Jabour, 1 ſhall 
the rather be borne withall, becauſe it is the 
moſt waightie part ofal this diſcourſe, wher- 
in,if I ſhal happely, or rather vnhappilie,of a- 
nie be deemed tedious or oucrlong , thepro- 
fitableneſle of the matter, if God gue grace, 
that being of ignorancein the moſt negle- 
Qed before,ir may now vpon knowledge be 
put in diligent praCtiſc hereafter , ſhall eaſily 
(I truſt) procure my pardon. And my good 
hope and earneſt prayer alſo is , that this my 
trauaile ſhall not be in vaine,but that al god- 
| be fathers and mothers ſecing clearly atthe 

length what charge by God himſelte is Jaide 
ypon them,will be carefull in time to make 
meete choiſe for their children, 8& that all du- 
tifull and obedient ſonnes and daughters vn- 
derſtanding that it is no deuiſe of man , but 
the exprefle commandemet of God that their 
fathers 8 mothers ſhould prouide the wiues 
& husbands, wil ceaſe henceforth to take vp6 
them the office of their parentes,and with all 
willingnes, be contet to ſtand in theſe caſes 
to the choice oftheir elders, which they ſhall 
make for the in the feare of the Lord, & agre- 
ably vnto his word, or atleaſt wile in no caſe 
aſſure themſelues, vnleſle themſclues be ſure 
of their conſent. 

Now let ys ſee theplaces of Scripture, by 
which it may appeare that the choile of hus- 
bands for the daughrers,and of wiues for the 

ſonnes 
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ſonnes is by the commandement of God 
2 . - Placesof 
himſelfe laid vpon the parentes, concerning (ccj-cure- 
which matter,in the booke of Deuteronomy pro:uing that 
weread thus, Neither ſhalt thow make marta- | Et ng 
ge: with rhi(he ſpeaketh of the ſeuen nations, \w;lcs  hur. 
the which by the Iewes were vttetly to bee bids for their 
rooted out ) neither grue thy daughter Onto his ſonnes and 
: daughters. 
ſon,nor take his daughter Gnto thy ſonne. Here pt, 
God giueth an eſpecial charge vnto al fathers 
among the Iewilh natis,that at no hand they 
ſhould place in mariage, citheir their ſonnes 
with the daughters of thoſe nations , or take 
of their ſons to be husbands for their daugh- 
ters, the which precept had bin in vain, if they 
had not had this power and authoritie over 
their children,or if their ſons anddaughters 
had bene at their own libertie in theſe caſes 
to haue made their owne choiſe , for rhey 
might caſilie hauereplicd, that their children 
-intheſe pointes were not to be at their com- 
mand,and the children might haue complai-- 
ned of the hard dealing of Tibie fathers in de-" 
barring the their right in; making their owne 
matches,if any ſuch priuiledge had belonged 
vnto them:dut the fathers neither taking any 
exception againſt God, to excuſe themſelues 
from this dutie,nor the ſonnes pleading that . 
by this lawe their intereſt ſhoulde be impea- 
ched,doth argue ſufficientlie that it was the 
ordinarie courſe of that time for parentes 
to piue their children in mariage , and that 
their children were wel content with their fa- 
C 3 thers 
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thers doings in this behalfe. 

It will here peraduenture be ſaide, That 
God by making this lzw , ſetteth not downe 
an order the which he would haue generally 
to be obſerued of the parentes in all matches 
of their children , yeacuen with their owne 
people and aation,but onelie direCteth them 
what they ſhould doe concerning mariage of 
their ſonnes and daughters ameng thoſe ſe- 
uen accurſed nations, &this alſo to preuent 
a wiſchiefe,leait that by making and 10ynin 
any ſuch afanitie , they might be pulled _ 
drawen away from the true worſhip and fer- 
uice of God ynto idolatrie and ſuperſtition.I 
anſwere,that God,when he gaue vnto them 
this commandement, had indeed an eſpeciall 
regard to meet with before hand fhis danger 
of hauing his people caried by ſuch matches 
torun a whoring after mong Goddes , but 
this notwithſtiding prooueth not, that the fa- 
thers libertie to place his children in wedlock 
was not general amog the people of his own 
nation, but that hee had this quthoritie to re- 
ſtraine them onelie from marying with that 
wicked people for feare of ſpirituall infeftion 
and pol]ntion : for that they had this power 
ouer their children in prouiding the mar- 
riage euen within their own land, and limits 
of their ownecountrie, 1t is moſt clearlie to 
be ſeene in the laſt chapiter ofthe booke of 
Iudges, where the Iſraelites hauing geuen 


that great and fearfu)l ouerthrowe vnto their 
brethren 


ie Bei... td, £9. A. 3 


| be thought of ſome, not of force ſuſhicientto inmaking 
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brethrenthe Beniamites , for their maintai- 
nance of that moſt horrible outrage in defi. 
ling in verie ſhamefull and beaftlie maner of 
the Leuites concubine, bound themſelues by 
a ſolemne oth,and ſware,ſaying : woneof bs 
ſhal give his daghter Gnto the Bentamits towtife, 
This oath for my part (reſeruing to others 
their contrarie iudgment) 1 doe not in anie 
ca% allowe,but condemne the ſame as raſh, 
and vnaduiſed , the which trulie repentin 
themſclues of their raſhnes, they might ni 
farre better conſcience! haue broken then 
kept, andIcould alleadge many reaſons to 
confirme mine opinion, but that is not apper- 
taining to this preſent argument,neither yer 
any part ofmy purpoſe in this place , nor at 
this time,onely I bring it to ſhew, that here- 
by it is manifeſt thatthey made no doubt of 
their libertie in diſpoſing of their children in 
mariage,nor of their readines to obey them 
in that behalfe,forif they mighr not ouerrule 
them in this matter,or their children had bin 
to make their owne choiſe ,_ they had bene 
worthy of double blame, both in takingvypon 
them theplacing oftheirdaughters, and alſo 
in binding thEſelues with an oth for the due 
execution and performance of that thing, The raſhneſſ 
the which they had no right to Jay vp6 them. ofthe Tfralic 


And howſoeuer it be that this place may n_— riot 


warrant this authoritie of Parentes , in ma- c®oiſc tor tht 
h.. in thcir mar 


king the choiſe for their ſonnes and daugh- ,... 
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ters in their marriages, becauſe the oath was 
taken ynaduiſedlie (albeit that their offcn- 
__ one thing , be not plea good inough 
to disfranchize them of their freedome and } 
libertie in an other thing)ver if the cauſe had 
bene good,it ſhall appeare by an other place, 
that they might by oath haue bound them- 
ſelues.for the not giving of their daughters 
in mariage, whereby may bee gathered that 
the choiſe in theſe caſes lay in the parentes, 
and not 1n their children : for herein they 
fault in this aftion , not that they ſecke to 
keepe their right and authoritie in prouiding 
for their children, bur in that they make an 
oath bothraſh, andfull of crueltie againſt 
their brethren. 

Now that the choiſe was in parents of pro- 
uiding wiuecs & husbands for their children 
and in ſuch ſort , that they mighr in honeſt & 
godlie matches bind themſelues ſo to do , it 
15 certaine by that which we reade in the laſt 
chapiter of the booke of Nehemiah, who cau- 
fed manic of them that were returned from 
the captiuitie, notonely to take an oath that 
they would not take wiues ynto their ſonnes 
nor husbands vnto their daughters of the 

firange nations there ſpecified,but alſo made 
them to curſe and ban themſelues, and to 
with heauie iudgmentes and plagues of God 
to failypon them, if they ſhould doe the con- 
trarie, 

That the mater may be out of all doubt & 

controuer- 


fo Laban 


- 


- 


without conſent of parentes, 


41 


controuerſie , it ſhzll notgrieue me to ſette 
downe the wordes as they lie in therext: » 


rhoſe dates alſo (ſfateth Nehemiah ) [ ſaw lewes Nehemer3. 
that maried wes of 4ſhdod,of 1mmon , and of 2 Jo 26 


Moab. And their childre ſpake halfe m the ſpeech 


of Afſhdod,and could not ſpeake tthe lewes 


lan- 


guape,and accordmg to the language of the one 
people,and of the other people. Then 1 reprooued 
the,and curſed them,and [mote certaine of the, 
E& pulled of their hair, and took an oth of the by 
God: ye ſhall not gine your daughters Vnto their 
ſonnes, neither ſhall you take of their daughters 


| Onto | Jour ſonnes, nor for your ſelues. W hoſo- 


euer ſhall with him ſelfe weigh and conſider 
of this moſt excellent and worthy man,of his 
true godlineflz and zeale in religion , of his 


great care & forwardnes to build vp the 


citic 


and Temple, of his faithfulnes 1n his gouern- 


. ment andrule ouer the people committed to 


his charge, he may not go about tooffer ynto 
him this iniurie,inſfomuch as once —_— 
Wiſ- 


that aman of his holines,religion,zeale, 


dome,andgodlineſſe would ſo much as make 
the very leaft motion of any vnlawful matter 


to his people , much leſſe enforce the by 
ro enter into ſuch a courſe, whereby 


oath 
they 


mighteaſilie haue bin periured had they not 
in this caſe well knowen their fatherlie pow- 
erouer their children,and bene perſwaded of 
their traQtable readines in this matter to bee 


time,and in ſuch awe ſtoed dutifull chi 


' ruledby them.Such was the diſcipline of that 


ldren 
ynto 


42 Mariagernot tobe made 
vnto their louing fathers in thoſe daies , that 


being therennto required by the magiſtrate, / 


they durlt not onely pawne their credit, but 
that which more is,giue their oath , andha- 


zard their conſcience, vpon the aſſured con- 


fidence wheich they repoſed in their chil- 
drens willingnes to betake & betroth them- 
lelues vnto ſuch yokefellowes as they ſhould 
appoint and make choiſe of for them in ho- 
neſt matrimonie to lead their lives withall. 
Yetdoe Inotthinke the contraric , but that 
in thoſe ages , like as in our time there were 
many both ſonnes and daughters, which are 
like vnrulie coltes and vntamed heifars could 
not be broughr vnto this paſſe,nor yet be yo- 
ked within this bow, but the ſturdie froward- 
nes of ſome certaine, is no diſproofe of the 


- 


dutifu!l obedience of the berter ſort, neither ' 


was there anie more required of the fathers, 
then that according vnto God his comman- 
dement,fo far as in them lay, they ſhould doe 
their partes to keep their children within this 
comers is to ſay, they were to prouide 
matches for them within their owne people, 
to charge themin regard ofthat honour , the 
which by God his commandement they did 
owe vntothem,that they yeelded vnto their 
fathers choiſe,and having gone thus far, they 
haue ſufficientlie done thar which vnto them 
belonged.,and for thereſt, they were to leaue 


their rukelefle children vnto the iudgmets of 


God. and correttion of the magiſtrate, who 
in 


a aa mus A twawsy 


without conſent of Parentes. 43 


': in caſes of diſobedicnce,where the authority 


ofparents could beare no ſway , was by God 
himſelfe appointed to miniiter corzeCtion ac- Deut 2r,r8, 
cordjng vnto the qualitie of the tranſgreſsi- 


on: 


To make an end of this ninth reaſon , in 
the which Lmay be thought to haue dwelled A*motfrong 


roo long, I will ſhut vp this place with an au- Plz<< our of 
; Teremieto 


thoritie taken out of the prophet Teremie, & char 
with the iudgment of M. Caluin (a moſt wor- thatthe choiC 


thie inſtrument of Chriſt his Church in our 3/2 yarents 


ro rrouide he 


time) ypon the ſame, the which ſhall ſtrike ,,;.ches for 


this matter ſtone dead(as they ſay)and ſo goe their children 


on to other proofes, and theſe ſhall ſerue as 2 mariage- 
aſtrong naile to faſten all the relt together, 8 


' to make ſure all the other teſtimonies of ſcrip. 


ture in this foreſaid ninth reaſon,already quo- 


- red, forthe faithfull alleadging of the which 


pr nes ſuch end and purpoſe,and by the 
olie Ghoſt they are direfted, beſides thar,l 
haue the teſtimonie of acleare conſcience to 
beare witneſle of my fearfull carefulneſſe to 
deale fincerelie and faithfullie in the hand- 
ling ofthe word of God, If 1 ſhall be therunto 
at any time hereafter vrged , Ican bring alſo 
the confirmatjon ofthe belt and moſt learned 
Writers. _ 
Ieremie in the 29 chapiter ofhis propheſte 
among other reaſons ho which 4 vicwh © m— 
comfort the people in their long 8 hard cap- 
tiuitie, and to put them in hope that they 
thallaſluredlie return,at the length ſpeaketh 
| ynto 


p wil 


j 
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if 
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vnto them by the commandement of God af pl 
ter this maner:Tabe You wines,Ef beget ſons C5 | Fu 
daughters , and tuke winer for your ſonues, and  n 


giue your daughter to huthanas , that they may 


beare ſonnes and daughters, that you may be en- © 


creaſed there and not be d1mmiſhed .Vpon this 
place Caluin writeth afterthis maner, Wher- 
as(faieth he )the prophet willeth them to 7ke 
wizes for their ſons , and to grue their dawghrers 
re be maried, this is according to the lawfull 
order and courſe of nature, becauſe that this 
were too prepoſterous, or ouerthwart and 


ropſituruy dealing,that yoong men and mai- | 


dens, ſhould ger them either husbandes or 
wiues at their owne luſt and pleaſure. God 
therefore in this place ſpeaketh according vn 


to the common rule , when as hee comman-' 


deth yoong men tobe linked in matrimonie 
no otherwiſe , but by ths commandement of 
their parentes:andmaidens alſo not to marie 


any husbands,but ſuch as to whom they ſhal | 


be giuen, 


Here you may ſec in few words | 


Four ef; eciat} Confirmed that , which in ſo manie Lhaue at * 
poyntes to be large ſet downe before: where firſt it js ro bee 
noted ourof noted, that childrens marying according to 


the wordes © 
Caluin, 


f 


the choiſe of their parentes , is a thing com- 
manded by God. Sz:condlie, thatit is agree- 
able vnto the law of nature. Thirdlie, that 1t 
was a generall rule and common pradtiſe, 
Fourthly,that the contrarie dealing is prepo- 
fterous and ouerthwart, and as far out of 
{quare and order , as ifthe cart ſhould bee 

| placed 


3 


+ 


Lo wt 


without conſent of parentes, 45 


God af placed and ſet before the horſe. And marke 

fon & | further, that in all theſe places cited in this 

es, and | ninthreaſon, God faith not , that parentes if It is 3 coman- 
ey may they wil,may prouide wiues for their ſonnes, — 
y beer. and husbandes for their daughters : That it that parentes 
Yn this were meete and requiſite that it ſhould be ſo, in mariage 
Wher- | buryſeth cuerie where the imperative mood, — 
to 74ke | thatis,commandeth that it be ſo,and leaueth forthcir ctuls 
zohrers } itnotatrandome to our diſcretion to chooſe <Fete, 
awfull # whether we will haue it to bee (>, or other- 

at this * wiſe,to that end that we ſhould knowe, that 

rtand | if wee thar are parentes ſhall'neglect our du- 

d mai- | ties in this behalfe, wee ſhall not paſſe away 

des or | withthe matter ſlightlie and lightlie, as ifir 

. God | wereaiclt 8& a trifle, but that we ſhall anſwer 

ng vn + forit,as for atranſgreſsion and breach of his 

man-'* commandement. 

nonie Hauing therefore giuen this breefe caueat 

entof andwarning blow vntofathers and mothers 

marie tothinkhereafter more aduiſedlie vpon their 

7 ſhal | duties in beſtowing of their children, I rake 


'ords myleaue and farewell of this reaſon,giuing al : 
ueat * yoong men and maidens in like maner to vn- 
Oo bee derſtand,char if they ſhal henceforth refuſe to 
ng to be ordered and direCted by their parentes, 
:om- they ſhall be found rebels againſtGod, tranſ- 
Tree | prefſors againſt the law of nature, breakers of 
Jat it the common rule and caſtome of all well 


iſe, * gouerned children,and ſuch, fo far as in them 
epo- = i1s,wouldbring inal confuſion and diſorder, 
1t of in altering and changing Gods owne courſe, 
| bee to ſetyp and eltablith their owne vnbride- 
aced , led 
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led luſt and laviles affection. 


Hicherto we haue ſeen how farreforth the 


Srriptares, andplaces of the old Teſtament, 
doe ſtand firmely on our fide, for the proof 
ofthis queſtion, rhe which «ve haue taken y. 
pon vs, namely toart maria ges are not tobee 


made withour the conſent of parents, the 


which 2s we perſwadz our ſelues, wee have 

proued with the a4uantage,'he _— not 

onely children,in martige ought to haue the 

oud wil & leave of their fathers & mothers, 

Puralſo if we {hal look more neerlie 1ato the 

cauſe, that the choiſe in mariage belong vnto 

them Now in the tenth place I wil make this 

plaine alſo, by ore cleareteſtimony and wit- 

nes ouc of the nevwe Teſtament, the which1 

take from out of the ſexauenth Chapiter of the 

ficit Epiſtle of S. Pau! vato the Coriathians, 

—_—_— Fg Whoſe wordes be theſe: Bur if any men thinks 
the words of 7 #47 1t *s Gncomly fer his Gir gin, of ſhee paſſe the 
Paule. 1. Cor. Hleowre C ff her &fe, «ana neede /o require, ter him 
2:36-37+33 doe what he will, he ſrunerh not, ler them be mas 
ried, Newertheles he that (fandeth firme en his 

heart, tht be hath woneede, but harh power 0« 

wer his awne will, and hath ſo decreece in his 

heart,that ke wil heepe his Grrgmm, he doeth well, 

So then he that prueth her to murtage doth wel, 

but he that grueth her not to mariage doth bet- 

rer , The purpoſe of Paul in this place 1s to 

give couniel! ynto parentes, what courſe 

they were beſt ro rake fur their chi!dren con- 

cerning their beſtowing oftliemin mariage, 


or 


wirthou conſent of Farents, 47 


orletting them remaine fingle, according vn- 
ro the aſſured and certaine knowledge that 
they haue of their abilitie to liue chaſt, or 
their neede, otherwiſe to vſc that lawfull re- 
medie, the which God hath ordained againſt 
fornication , which is to marie, ſo that thoſe 
which haue the gift of chaſtitie, hee would 
not haue conſtrained to 1oine themſclues in 
wedlocke, nor thoſe which are not able to 
be forced to live ſingle . This is brieflie the 
ſumme of the place. Concerning thoſe chil- 
dren that cannor live ſingle , hee willeth 
their parentes to looke ynto them betimes, 
leaſt that their too long differring and de- 
laying the matter breed ſome inconuenience. 
And this is it that hee ſajieth : Fane mer 
thinke that it is Gncomely for his Girgine, if 
fheepaſſe the flower of her age , and neede ſo re- 
gquire , let him doe what he will, be ſinneth not: 
Let them marie, Which laſt clauſe plainely 
reacheth , chat looke what is ſaide of the 
daughter, is to be vnderſtoodalſo of the ſon; 
for one cannot be maried alone. Speaking 
therefore in the plurall number, he mean<th 
as well the ſonnes as the daughters, touching 
whom this is his counſaile : That parentey, _ 
when their children come once to ſuch _——_— ” 
yeares , that they are readiero marie,ſhould jj; Lunfail 
in due time haue conſideration hereof, not vnro parenes 


pluing occaſion , by cauſing them ſtay roo in*imero pr 


b R ide fit mar- 
ong, , either to bee derided , or laughed to hes for thei 


ſcorne as ſtale bachelers, or otherwiſe to bee children. 
£ ſuſpected 


: 
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ſuſpefted of bad husbandrie , or huſwiftie, | 


or of pride and diſdaining all others,being fo 
nice & coy,that they think none fine enough 
to match withal,or that there is in them ſome 
ſecrete 8 hidden vice or infirmitie the which 
maketh them vaficfor mariage, or otherwiſe 
of couetouſneſſe, becauſe they are loth to de- 
part with mony towards their maintenance, 
protracting & delaying the rime longer then 
rhe nature and diſpoſition of their ſonnes & 
daughters will beare, ſo that by their means 
being thus deferred and pur off, when as they 
are notable any longer to forbeare,ctheir pa- 
rents negleCting to prouide that remedie tor 
them the which Go1 hath ordained, they 
burnein luſt and commit follie. Their fa- 
thers and mothers therefore perceiuing that 


ſo it ought to be, that is, their children with- : 


out feare of ſome inconuemence cannot tary 
any longer vnmaried , ought worthelie to 
haue this wiſe care for them, in time to pro- 
uide them of fit and honeſt matches. This 
thenis the driſt of this place , that parentes 
ſhould by all gentle and faire meanes trie our 
and fearci the ſtate and diſpoſition of their 
children towards mariage when by reaſon of 
conuenient age they are fit for the ſame, and 
by conference and queſtioning with them, 
getfrom them howe they ſtand affedted this 
way , avdaccordinplie as th: y ſhall haus ſure 
notice how they are giuen , to ſuffer them ei- 
ther to remaine ſingle,ore!s that they (as 3t 
1s 


a 4 TO X,.0o0 © =» 


wy 
38 

without conſent of parenttsy, ag 
js their fatherlie dutie ) doe prouide forthem 


, godlie wiues and husbandes . Thus we ſee 


how pregnant and plenrifull a text this is to The inconues 


ARR nience that 
teach that it lieth in the parents to make due ener by 


hoiſefor their children in the caſe of matri- this thar pa- 


 monie: And becauſe that ſmall regard is had rents followe | 


hereofin many now adaies , hEce it commeth 79: - tg 
that ſome children giue themſelues ouer vn- pry oe" 
to the luſtes of the fleh,in comitting thame- marches for 
full & filthy fornicatis:others,contracy vnto their children 
the lawes both of God and nature, breake in- 

to the duties of their fathers, and-ynnatural- 

lie,and not child-like, without the priuitie 8 

conſent of their parentes make their owne 

matches 8 the {ame for the moſt part ſo vn- 

toward , that they bring the gray haires of 

their parentes vnto their griefe and ſorrowe 

to the graue,and themſclues beſides waſttully 

ſpending all that they haue, lue all their life 

long1n continuall and dailie home braules, 


 andhouſhold ſtrifes and diſcordes. 


You therefore that be fathers and mothers 
I molt earneftlie and hartilie exhort and be- 
ſeech you for the loue of God and in the 
tender bowels and mercie of Ieſus Chriſt An exhorrati- 
our moſt gratious redcemer , that you will at 27.00 PE 
the length awake, and rouſe wp your ſelues 
out of this deadlie ſleepe of careleſneſle, 
wherewith you hauebene long oppreſled, 
making litle or none accountes atall of this 
waghtie and neceſsarie dutie of prouiding 
vertuous wiues and husbandes for your 
D ſonnes 


3 = I 


| 
r 
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ſonnes and daughters , delay the time hence- 


foorth no longer \, put in diligent vre and 1 


practiſe this wholſome counſaile of the Apo- 
{He,lay off all rigorous auſterenes and bitter. 
nes, andin the ſpirite of lenitie and milde. 


' neſle,queſtion and confer, talke and reaſon 


with your ſonnes and daughters , when they 
be come vntoripe yeares, that you may learn 
how they are inclined concerning mariage, 


or ſole life 2and if it bee ſo that you thinke, | 
that through baſhfulneſſe and ſhamefaſtneſſe * 


they will not dare to deale plainlic with you, 
nor freelie to yntolde their mindes vnto you 


as they would doz vnto ſome of their famili- | 


ars, letitnot grieue you to vſe this wiſe 
policie to fiſh our their purpoſe by ſome of ; 
their friendes ,vnto whome being grex with | 


them,they will not bee affraide to vrtrer the 
verie bottome of their heartes and inmolt ſe- 
cretes. And when you ſhall haue found, 
that it is ſafeſt for yourhonor,and meetelt for 


their preſent eſtate , that you prouide for the 


to marie, goe about the ſame in the feare of | 


God accordinglie , with faithfull and earneſt 


prajer vnto God , after the example of the. 


godly Steward of Abraham in the book of Ge 


neſis,that he wil both direct you in a vertu- '* 
ous and chriſtian choiſe,and alſo incline and | 


mooue the heartes of your children with all 
durifull readines toſtand vnto th2 ſame, And 


tikinz the matter in hand after this reueret & | 


chcittian order , afſure your ſclues _ 
ays 


£ 


L 


F 
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w;thowut conſent of parentesr, xr 
haueperformed a good work,&&1in nor, for ſo 
Paule telleth you in plaine wordes, where he 
faith,Ler him doe what be will, he ſinneth nor, 
and alitle after', He that grueth her to marie, 
(meaning when the father by good triall had 
found out that otherwiſe ſhe canor liue chaſt) 


ſameth nor.For in ſpeaking afterthis manner, 


he hath(no doubt) reſpect vnto that courſe, 
the which the Lord himſelfe in his word hath 
ſer dewn,8 the which alſo hath of the godlie 
bene practiſed euen from the beginning,as by 
many examples anon ſhall be ſhewed. There 
is therefore no danger ofdoingamiſfe, and of 
ſinning,it that you behaue your ſclues after 
this ſort in prouiding husbandes for your 
daughters, and in beltowing of your ſonnes 
in honeſt wedlock. Butrather on the contra- 
ry part you ſhal verie greatly tranſgreſſe and 
offend, if ye ſhall neglet and forſlowe your 
dutie in this behalfs. _ 

And to all you that will bee counted 
_ and dutifull children, let mee in all 


umble and louing manner make this ear- godly childs& 


neſt ſuite and waightie motion , that you 
likewiſe hereafter will withall reuerence and 
aduiſedneſle confider , what dutie you owe 


. + Ynto God, whoſe order this is,that you ſhold 


be ruled by yourparents in all thinges , vnto 
whom he hathgiuen ſuch high 8 ſoueraigne 
_ and authoritie ouer you, that he will 
auccuenthoſeſolemnyowes andpromiſes 
D3 that 
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that you hauemade vnto himſelfe to ſtoup 


and giuz place vnto their conſent and alow- ; 


ance * ſtrive nolonger againſt God , butin 
all willingnefle of minde put your neckes 
vnder his yoke : enter not violentlie into 
your fathers right : giue vnto them this ho- 
nour , to thinke that they by their wifedome 
can, and fortheloving care the which they 
beare zowardes you, will prouide better for 
you , then you can doe for your ſelues : re- 
member that you are called after Chrift by : 
the glorious name of Chriſtians , who was | 
obedient vnto his father euen ynto the death 
ofthe croſlc,let it therefore be no griefe vn- 
to you to ſubmit your ſelues vato themin 
that ſame thing, whereof you haue in the 
ſcriptures ſo manie notable and honourable 
preſidentes : if they ſhall be thought flacke in * 
prouiding for them in duetime,labour by all 
modeſt meanes that by ſome friendes they be 
put in mind of their duetic : ſince God hath | 
commanded them to make choiſe for you, 
beitow not your ſclues without their conſent 
bur humble your ſelues by deuour and faith- 
full praiers before the throne of the almighty, 
that he in mercie will vouchſafe that your na- 
turall parentes vnto whoſe power you are 
ſudiect, ſetting aſide all carnall andeatthly 
reſpeftes, may in their choiſe tor you haue 
his feare before their cies, and that your | 
ſelues may, not bee caried away after your | 


%* 


owne fancies , bur by the working of c 
holy | 


& 
a 
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holie fpirite bee inwardlie and throughlie 
mooued with a godlie , chriſtian , and pure 
loue toimbrace thoſe which they ſhall haue 


© choſen and | — for you,-as tae godlie 


chuldren in former ages haue done betore 


u. 
And here will alleadge, for an other rea- 


The Cleventh 


ſon the generall vſe and practiſe ofthe god- ,.,fgn trom 
lie Fathers , Patriarches and other holie men the common 


inprouiding of wiues for their ſonnes , and 
husbandes for their daughters,together with 


vie & praiſe 
ofthe gudlie 


in former 


the willing obedience of their children to ac- times. 


cept and take them ſo prouided , at their 
handes , to ſerueto prooue that it was a 
common lawe among thoſe that liued in 
thoſe times : for the ſonnes and daughters in 
matrimonicall caſes to be ordered and ruled 
by their fathers and mothers. For the Layy- 
yers doe ho!de, that zenerall vie and cuſtome 
doemake 2a law. And what reaſon then is 
there to the contrary, but that this,the which 
hath ſo generallie and centinuallie bene ob- 
ſerued, ſhould in like maner goe and be ta- 
ken for a law , the which it may bee thought 
that God euen hereby woulde induce and 
eade men vnto, inthat, when hee firſt crea- 
ted all things,and man laſt of all, ouer whom 
by the primiledges of creation,he might wor- 
thilie claime the right and power of a father, 
he doth not ſuffer him at his owne choiſe & 
pleaſure to take vnto himſelfe the woman, 


made of his fide, but brought her himſclte vn- 
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to himto be his wife , by which his fa (ay 
| I doe take ir)was notablie prefigured or fore- \ 
| Godasafa- ſhadowed outvntovs, that he would haue 
; eherproui: exrthlyfathers take that courſe in _— 


: derh a wife 


- for their children in mariage, the whic 
Adam in 9 

| ole he being our heauenlie derwcke for his el- 

i deſt ſon Adam in paradiſe , thatis , that they 
ſhould make choiſe of wiues and husbandes 
for their ſonnes and daughters , the which 
they ought as willinglie to receiue at the | 
handes of their fathers, as Adam did his wife | 
from the hand of God. If any of thoſe vnbri- 
beledcolts,the which think they may at their 
owne pleaſure make their own matches, ſhal 
for the defence and maintenance of their dif- | 
order,dealing inthis behalfe replie and fay, | 
that thisexample taken from the fat of God, * 
doth no more warrant this courſe , the which 
ſo much diſliketh them, then it prooueth,thar 

| Arrifling ca- a father ought in like ſort to take a wife for 

| his ſonne out ofthe rib of a man,and cloſe vp | 

| the place againe with fleſh , as God did in A- 

dam:I anſwere that this is a friuolous or tri- / 

fling cauill. For, as the making of Heuah of | 
the rib of Adam, was inimitable,or vnfolow- 
able,being a token of God his omnipotencie 
and almightie power : ſo the other , being | 
ſuch as both without danger we may follow, | 
andealſo (as hath bene plentifullie before 
ſhewed) wee are commaunded to followe, | 
and now remaineth to make plaine , that the] 
godlic from time to time did follow, wight | 
ver : 
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. ſteritie, whenas nowe'there remained no 0+ 


; onelie by the meanes ofa mariageto be made 


without conſent of parenter. 55. 


verie well be a foretoken vnto vs, that God 
in the choiſe for eur childre would haue that 
we ſhould do thelike. 

And this ſeemeth yer further hereby to God giueth 
be confirmed , that when as our firſt parents Chriſt his fon 
through cheir diſobedience and breach of þ,n we Songs 
God his commandement had worthelie de- Church. 
ferued to bee turned headlong out of the 
earthlie paradiſe,and had further through this 
their traſpefsion , loſt 'fo farre;as in them lay 
the inheritance of the kingdome of heauen, 
both for themſelues and alſo for all their po- 


ther way ofrecouering the ſame againe, but 


by faith betweene himſelfe and his pofſtert- 
tie, and our Lordand Saniour IeſusiChriſt, 
the true and euerlaſting ſonne of God : who 
knoweth not that this match before all times 
was concluded ,in the eternall and moſt wiſe 
counſaile of God the father,yyko gaue his ou- 
lie ſonne Teſus Chriſt in time to bee borne of 
the virgin Marie, that he ſhould not onlie be 
the ſpouſe and husband of his Church, the 
members of his bodie,of his fleſh, and of his 
bones, as the Apoſtle'ſpeaketh voto the Ephe- xpheſ,s za, 
fians), bur alſo of his entire and tender loue 
ynto the ſame laid downe his life for it,that tc 
being waſhed in his owne blood, wherwith tt 
is all to be ſprinkled by the handiof faith ,it 
may bee preſented as a pure virgin vnto his 
beaucnlis father ws ſpot or _ 
4. 
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if therfore God the father madethe' choſe of- | 
v$ his church to be a wife forTeſus Chriſt his | 
ſonne, who with vnſpeakable willingneſſe * 
l rooke the ſame at his hand: , although finne +: - 
i greatlic blemiſhed and deformed, which ble- : 

| miſhes anddeformities he couered notwith- | 

| ſanding by faith in his blood: Howe much ' 

i more then ought earthlie fathers ſeeke out |} 
meet wiues 8 husbands for their ſonnes and | 
daughters, whoſeduties it is to accept 8 like | 
of the after this ſort prouided & chole for the | 

But if any ſha] thinke theſe examples to be * 

Peter , Mortyr far fetcht(albeit they be vſed of men of great © 

in kis comme- gate jn this ſeife ſame verie argument )Iwill : 

raries vpon ; 

' thebookeof NOW Come ynto other preſidents, ſo manie as | 

| Judgcs. I can call to my remembrance, as I read them 
ſet downe in the booke of the ſcriptures, 

Abraham beinz verie olde and ſtroken in 
yeares, intending to make choiſe of a wifefor 

Abraham by Tſaac his ſonne, who at this time was no child 

{ eh > Ofhimlelfe,burfortie yeares ofage , without 

'| wite for Iiaac imparting his counſaile vnto him , commit- | 

| tus fonne. teth this chardge ynto the Stewardes of his 

l. houſe,of whom hetaketh an oth for his faith- 

full dealingin this buſineſſe , whereas, had 

it either bene thecuſtome of that time,or 0- 

i therwiſe lawfull for children in theſe caſes * 

to haue choſen for themſelues at their-owne | 

will andpleaſure,it had bene moſt meete and 

| conuenient that his father ſhould have dealt 

with Ifaac his ſonne, 6 not with his ſeruant 

coucerning. - ; 
The } 
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* chain theſe affaires, but goeth direQly vnto 


ſhame not to blunder ont theſe or ſuch like 
. moſt vnreverent and vnbefitting ſpeaches: 


- wyfe? is he tomake my choife? I jntomntie 


without conſent of parentes, _ 57, 


The ſerhant, as ir may: appeare by his procee- The Steward 
dings,being wel acquainted with the praQtiſe $0cth yoo. 
of thoſe dates,,dealeth not atall with Rebec-. gcbeccha; 


her father Berhuell, at whoſe handes he doth 

obtaine her for his waa (on ved uel 

the father, at the Steward his propounding £ 
his ſute in the name of his —_ - and hb m_—_ Pa 
(as one not doubtfull of the obedience of his march for his 
daughter) concludeth and, ſhutteih yp the #"3here 
match, yet like a kinde father not mindingta 

force his childe thereunto againſt her will, 

calleth for her, 8& aſketh vhat ſhe ſayth ther- 

unto,, who like a moſt loving childe, doeth 

willingly conſent yoto her his match, and” 7 
taketh her iourney to-goe with the ſeruant,I- | +, 25 
ſaac, afterthar Rebecca is brought home vite Rebeechs © 
to him, entreth not into the deſperate Valne ftzadith. wag» 
of the vnruly youths of our dayes,the which; Me notes x 
are cared away with the violent ſ(treaieet © © = 05 
their head-ſirong affections, & therfoge they ; 


My father, ſhall my father -proujde me-my 


i 


for my ſclfe, and not for my father,and thexs 
fore l wil be my owne chooſer: Like ſhe,me, 2 
I ſeeke no further,diſlike father or mother,ot BY 
all the world beſides, I weigh it not &c. you 
ſhall heare no ſuch thing one Naphem 

worthely be a mirror or looking glaſle al 
{onhes to prie into, and to behold how farre 


. #8, 
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| Rebecca pro: they come ſhortfrom his ſubmiſſe and duti« | 


'] widedfor full obedience in this behalfe, for the wo- 
hl _ and 19- man whom he neuer ſaw before, neither yet 
| Get '®o heardof fofar as we reade,when he once yn- 

derſtandeth that ſhee is appointed for him 
| by the choiſe of his father, the next ſaith, hee 
hl receiued her,and loved her,and was comfor- 
j Gene24: 67" ted after the death ofhis mother, 


i| Faxcob. Taacob being hardly menaced and threate- 


Sen. 23.29. ned by his brother Eſau, in ſo much that hee 


was coſifailed by his mother to flie away,for 
the ſafegarde of his life, is direRed by his old 
and blinde father Iſaac, to goe to the houſe 
ofhis brother Laban,andfrom thence to take 
ynto his ſelf a wife,who obeying the voice of 
his father,vet vnto his vncle Labi,8 fro his 


hand recelueth his two wifes Leah 8 Rachel, | 


| _ Iudah one of the xii. Patriarchs, beſtowed in 
| In mariage, Mariage his two ſonsEr and Onan,and after 
|} Gen. 338. their death, putteth Tamar their widdowe in 
| ood hope,that ifſhe wil tary vnri] his thirde 
Ro Shelah, by reaſon of years ſhould be fit 
in mariage to be 10ind with her,that he ſhould 
be a match and husbid for her,in which pro> 
miſe,albeit his purpoſe were indede to mock 
her,in reſpeR of his inward intent priuy onely 
vnto himſelfe, yet Tamar in ſuch ſort raking 
him,as that ſhe ſuppoſed his heart and tongue 
|. to iumpe together,reacheth vs,that ſhe was ſo 
i far perſwaded of his fatherly authority to c6- 
ns maund his ſon when he ſhould growe to age 
| conuenicnt,to be ruled by him, that vices 


OO 6. 4 eq a a aca coca o#. am .DTic+a AC Ja £ as a a. 


without conſent of parentes, 59 


ſecking any further aſſurance, ſhee remaineth 
widdow,making her full and ſure reckoning, 
that in the end ſhe ſhould inioy him, becauſe 
his father,in whoſe authority bo was, to bee 
diſpoſed, would in truth perform his promis, Caleb diſpe- 
Caleb giueth his daughter Acſah,to be awife TY 
ynto Othniel or Othoniel, who wiher by his kis Sake 
valour and prowes,in taking by force of arms Acſah. 
Kiriahtſepher,hauing made ageneral procla- 1915-16-17. 
mation, that wholoeuer could effett that no- 
ble peece of ſeruice, ſhould obtaine her for 
his portion, whereby may eaſely be gathered, 
in what ſubieRton children then were vnto 
their parents,in as much as it being a thinge 
yery yncertaine, who ſhould doe this warhke 
feat,yet whatſocuer he were,who God ſhould 
enablt thereunto, hee made no doubt of his 
daughters taking him to be herhusband. Am- 
non burning in vnordinate luſt towardes Ta-,,... 4,cvh 
mar the ſiſter ofhis brother Abſalon, when as acxnowledg 
he went about todefile her, being craftely be- ir ro bee the 
trayed into his, handes, through the ſuttle _ 
counſaile of Ionadab his friend, requeſting of ber mari 
him toabſtaine from offering vnto her that age- 
great reproche and villany, ſhee willeth him *:53"» 23» 
to aske her of her father in marriage. The payit 
marriage it ſelfe I condemne as vnlawfull 
and inceſtuous, yet her requeſt importeth 
thus much, that ſhee w knewe , that 
ſhee was not to determine of her owne mar- 

lage, but that the right thereofbelon ped 

in 


ria 
to her father, Sampſon, although he faulted £245" 


4 Wicked pa- 
itrentes haue 
'{prouided ma- 
Friages for 
'4thcir children 
[and they hauc 
'#dutifully ad- 
mitted of their 
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in falling in loue with a woman of the Phili- 


ſtins, yetthe Scriptures mention, that he de- | 


fired his parents toprocure her-for him tobe 
his wife. Where I would haue it »fall youths 
to be well noted,after what ſort he ſped, with 
this his match of his owne making. But 
what ſhall I neede tomakeany longer ſtay in 
bringing foorth examples of the godlye to 
prooue this cuſtome of fathers in prouidinge 
mariage for their children, when as we haue 
teſtimony of the practiſe ofthe ſame even a- 
mong the wicked, and that out of the Scrip- 
tures alſo. For Hagar albeit that ſhee her 
ſelfe ſometimes had beene a ſtubborne and 
diſobedient ſeruant vnto her miſtres Sarah, 
yet when Iſhmael her ſonne was once grown 
to man his eſtate, ſhee prouideth andraketh a 
wife forhim out of the land of Fgypt, And 
we do not read the contrarie, but that hee 
willingly doth take her at his mothers choo- 
fing,albeit thatotherwiſe he were a fierce and 
cruell man, whoſe handes was againſt every 
man, andeuery mans hand againit him, She- 
chem the ſonne of Hamor a Lord of the Hi- 
uites,hauingdefloured Dinah the daughrer of 
Iaacob, defireth his father to ger her of laa- 
cob tobe his wife, which prooueth that hee 
both thought, that ſhe was not to bee placed 
in mariage, but by the appointment and'al- 
lowance of her father, and tharalſo he would 
not marrie her but by conſent and procure- 
ment of his tather Hamor, And it is more Gu 
proba» 


| 


without conſent of parentes. Gx 


li- ' probable or likely, that this cuſtome of the 
le- , parents chooſing, and the childrens ſtanding 
be rotheir choiſe, vas continued from that age, 


hs ypward ynto the latter times of the Ports, 

th and Comedy and Tragedy writess,in the ge- 

ut .. neration of the Heathen and vngodly , wher 

in . houthould diſcipline and gouernment, was 

to | nor altogether ſhaken and decayed, in ſo 

ce much that the maid ſayth in Euripides,when 

ue | fhewasſucdvnro for mariage: My father will The maid ia 
a- haue care of my mariage, it is not in my part Euripides, 
p- to determine theſe matters. And agreably 

er herunto reporteth Xenophon of king Cyrus, 

nd that being ſolicited and motioned ynto a | 
h, | greatand honorable mariage, he anſweterh, K. Cyrus, 
on | that were her perſonageneuer ſo honorable 

12 | andherdowrie to the purſe neuer fo profita- 

14 | ble;he will not at any hand meddle in this 

ee marrer, becauſe that it was a thing beyonde 

"_l his reach, and belonged altogether vnto the 

1d powerand arbitrement of his parents, And 

ry this is a matter ſo common and wel knowen, 

e- thatthe yery boyes in the Grammar ſchoole, 

i- are well acquainted therzwithall our of the 

of Comedies of Terence, and Plautus,'who a= _. 

2- moig thereſt make this caſe molt plaine,that 

26 It was an ordinarie courſe in their times,that 

d | the fathers made the matches for their ſons 


I- | and daughters in the way of mariage. 

d Hereunto agreeth all antiquity, together 

-- j Withthe better ſort of writers in alikinde of 

mn {«{ faculties, Diuines, Schoole men, Ciuilians, 
Cano: 


! 
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Thewelfres: Canoniſtes , Decrees , Coundailes , yea and. 
fonfromthe ſome of the Popes themſelues , who haue 
— gone ſo farin theſe matters, that they doe 
t=ur fore of ltrike with the fiery thunderbolt of excom- 
all kinde of munication,sp/o fa2o,or ſo ſoone as the dede 
wnrers® > j5 done( as they ſay)not onely all thoſe chil- 
dren the which without the conſent of theyr 

parentes / make theſe ſecret contraQtes and | 

priuie matches, bur alſo all ſuch as any way | 

with their countenance,counſfaile,afliſtance, | 

preſence, or any other meanes ſhall helpe, / 

fauour, further orprocure the ſame,yea ſome | 
other of them (as the learned well knowe)do 

hold ſuch kind of bargaines for no mariages, | 

but pronounce them adulteries, fornicatiss, | 

and whordomes. The Ciuilians ftande of 

ſtourelie, and luſtelye, to mainteine the pas | 
rents authority & liberty in theſe caſes, that | 

this is ſet downe among the for aruled caſe, 

( as Peter martyr reporteth ) that if a wo-| 
man haue once married with an husbande 

by the conſent of her parentes, and after-| 

wardes they fall at ſuch arre, that they bee: 
diuorced, if ſhee bee by perſwaſion moued! 

s tobee reconciled vnto the ſame partic,and 
bee againe married vnto him, that this mar- 
riage being made without the conſent and 
knowledge of her parentes, is altogether 

fruſtrate, and valawfull, nay if any children}; 
haue ſuch parentes,asÞe taken with Phrenſie | 

or madnes, ſothat they cannot haue theyr| 
conſent in mazciage , they will haue them| 
in 


Wirhowut conſent of parentes, Fg 
in ſuch a caſe, to obtayn the conſent of their 
ouerſeeres and gouernours : ſo ſincerely 
and ſoundlie , and agreable vnte the worde 
of God, doe the ciuill conſtitutions deter- 
mine of the parentes right, in the placing and 
beſtowing of their children in matrimonye - 
and wedlocke. - 

And that ityet may be further apparent vn- 


conceite, or wedded ynto any priuatiudg-Þ 
ment in this argument, I will addes few 


the which tell a round tale in this buſines, 
and goe not behindethe dooreforthe mat- 
ter atall , but deliuer theyr verdiQts frank- 
lye and freely without all obſcurity or dark- 
nes. And this 1 will the rather doe, that 
all parents and children, which are not vtter- 
ly voyd ofal feeling, hauing of ignoraunce 
hitherto forflowed their duties on both ſides 
in this reſpe&,mayheceforth, being compal- 
ſed about with ſuch a cloude of irrefregable 
or vngainſaiable witneſſes, which are aboue 
all exception againſt, bee touched with a due 
& chriſtian ſorowtfulnes of conſcience,the be- 
ginning ofhealthful repentance, ſo that they 
may think erneſtly ypon the amendmet of this 
gret fault,the ane carefully prouiding chriltia 


matches for their children in duetime, & the 


ether in al duriful humility, framing thEſclues 


; to accept of their choiſe, leaſt that being preſ- 


ſed with ſuch a heauy weight of ſo many 
graue 


p cleare iudgee 
to al men,thatI am not ſingular in mine own ment of the © 


of our time, 


R 4+ « touching this ' 
teſtimonies of the latter Diuines of our age, manee,* 


Rom. 2,r5.r6 


his owne conſcience, he ſhall be conuinced 
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graue authorities from the lawe of nature. 
God, andnations, there beeleftno coloure ' 
of excule vnto them in that moſt terrible and 

feareful day of reckoning,when the thoughts | 
of our hartes ſhall either accuſe vs, or ex- | 
cuſe vs, when as the Lorde him ſelfe ſhall | 
iudge of the ſecretes of men, according vnto 
the Goſpell by Ieſus Chriſt, ſo that it will be 
thenin vaine for any to make the plea of ig- } 
norance, when as beſides the teſtimonye of 


by ſuch a multitude of moſt forcible & migh- 
ty euidence,which at the barre will ſtand and | 
pled againſt him, Burt tothe witneſſes of the | 
new writers. | 

Caluin ypon the 3. verſe of the 24, cha þ 
piter of Geneſis, among other thinges hath 
theſe wordes: Now thisenſample ought to 
ſtand vs inſtead of agenerall rule, that chil- | 
dre may notcontract themſelues in mariage, | 
burby the arbitrement and appointment of | 
their parentes. Andtruely this doth thee-| 
quity of nature tcach vs, that children ina 
matter of ſuch waight ought to relt ypon the 
will and pleaſure of their parentes : by howe 
much the barbarouſnefle of the Pope is the | 
more to bee deteſted , which hath daredto 
breake in ſunder this holie band , wherefore 
the wanton malepertnefle and ſaucineſſe of 
youth is to bee reſtrained , that they raſhly 
poſt not vnto marjage without the counſaile 


of their fathers, 
And] 
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And againe in another place ſpeaking of 


Hagars prouiding a wife for her ſonne Iſh. 
maell : Whereas Hagar is ſaid (ſaith Caluin) 
to haue taken a wife for her ſonne,this apper- 
taineth vnto polirike or ciuill gouernment. 


CGene21- 
verſe. 2 7, 


For when as mariage is an eſpeciall part of 
the life of man , it is meete that in making of 


the ſame , children ſhould be ruled by their 
arentes, and followe their aduiſe in this be- 
alfe, This order , the which nature preſcri- 
beth and teacheth, we ſee to haue bene kepr 


- of Iſhmaell a wild man in the barbarouſmeſfe 


of the wildernefſe , that in the marieng of a 
wife he was obediet vnto his mother. Wher- 
of we doe perceiue how cruell a monſter the 
Pope hath bene , in that he hath aduentured 
to breake this holy lawe of nature. Further- 
more his ſhameleſneſſe was added hereunto, 


| Inthat hehath vaunred that he giueth apri- 
| ulledge vnto the vngodlie contempt of pa- 
' Tentes, for the honour of hotie wedlocke.» 


Muſculus ypon the ſame place writeth 
thus : Behold the honeſtie of thoſe times. In 
our daies there is no need for parents to pro- 


{ utdetheir ſonnes of wives , when as youthes 


TATION 


is ſuffered by a moſt bad cuſtome,totake vn- 
to themſelues wiues without -the priuitie of 
their parentes, and ſuch mariages are confir- 
med in the Popes conſiftories,as they tearme 
them. And a litle afterward : They that marie 
without the knowledge of their fathers and 
mothers,doe ſinne 
| : E Againſt 


Muſculus av 


oainſt ſtolen 


mariages, 


— 
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Caen 


Mariages not t0-be made : 


66 

r. Againſt the firſt ordinance of mariage.Loke * 
before Cap. 2, Gen. vpan theſe wordes, 4nd, 1 
hee brought ker Gnto Adam. 2 
2 Againſt the commandement of God:Ho-! © « 
nor thy father and thy mother. { £ 
3 Againſt the law of nature,which is this:Do? j 
not vnto another that thing, the which thou? t 
wouldelt not haue to be done vato thy lelfe,! 
4 Againlt publike honelty,& good manners} 
5 Aguinlt the ciuill lays, the which do con: 
demne priuy and ſtolen, mariafces. 
6 A.ainit the holynes of wedlocke , thebe+} 
gianings wherof are by this meanes dehiled, 
7 Againſt tne examples of ourelders . Her w 
in this Chapiter, Afterwards chap, 28.4» uk} bt 


bert lacob loued Rachel, yet did hee met primlyy Vi 


fexl her away,but ſerued for her at the pleaſun} lik 
of her feither, Gutill that ne might recene herd, M 
his handes being lawfully deliucred, ' F pa 
$ Againit youth it ſelf, the which through this co 
raſhnes doth very gredly hinder & hurt it ſelf Tir 
That priuy & Rolen mariages are yoid and a, gre 
nope effect, ifithe father give not his conſent} Vn 
L7{Xod 22. Although 4 maiden be mtiſed} kin 
(yer ſhall ſhe net be maried Gnts him that en by 
tſed her, if her father be Gnwilhiag thereunto, | TEA 
. And Sichem the Prince of Salem, did no? Soc 


think? that haſhould obtcine the mariageo ſho 
Dinab in ſpite of the teeth, or againlt the'y hea 
of her parents, h2arcafter. Cap.7 4. tog 
And becauſe that Muſcylus doth refer ” 

ac 


Reader,vnto that which he hath further wilt? 
ten ypon theſe words of Genel $,concerny mo! 


without conſent of Parentes &7 


' 4nd, this matter, And he brought ber Gnto him Fe 
' Becauſe that this booke is in latine as the reſt 
:Ho-: - of his workes, for the molt partare, and for 
; thateuery one ynderltideth not this tongue, 
is:Do! itſhallnot grieue me in this conſideration for 
thou! the better ſatisfiyng of the godly Reader to 
ſelfe, turne thatplace vnto Engliſhe, where he wri- 
| teth after this manner. 
| Hereis to be noted, that God not only crea- 
tedcthe woman,but alſo brought: her vato A- B.A, , 
di to eſpouſe and betroth her ynto him, and eh the wool 
jled, | delivered her 8& ioyned her vnto him for his varo the man, 
' Her wife.She was made not onely of the fleſh and Protea 
1»4 ul; bones of Adi butallo concerning kind, like her in mari- 
rwily] vato him in al things, as well as one beaſt is *ge varo him. 
leaſun} like ynto another beaſt of his kinde. Adam 
- her, Mought hauefoid her out without any great 
' * pain,& whehe had found her, becaule of her 
ghthiz conformity or likenes vnto him, though diffe- 
Lit ſelf; ringindecde in ſexe,' yet acknowledge her a- 
| anz}df; greable vnto him in all other points,toyn her 
onſent} Vato him, 8 yſe her for theincreafing of man- 
mnti{el; inde, like as wee ſee this to have bene done 
batew by the beaſts, vnto nane of the which we doe 
cunts, | read, thar this femal was broghe ſeucraly.But 
did no: god would not that either Adi,or the womi 
;avedl; ſhould do any of theſe things, vpon their own 
|} heads. Wherefore he himſelfe iayned them 
together, & brought the woman vnto Adam, 
delivered and betrothedher bein g formed, & 
' madefor lawful companie ſake . We are ad- 
moniſhed by this conſideration, what lawe- 
E 2 full 


he be | 


er vill ; 
ceng 


| 
68 Mariages not to be made 4 


full mariage doth r2quire , namelie that the 
male and female or man and woman doe not | 
ioine themſelues together vpon their owne, | 
raſhnefle & luſt, but that they wuſt be lawful: * 
lie 10ined together according vnto the ord 
nance of God by the aduiſe and will of ther: * 


. t 
parenres and elders, whoſe partes in th, | 
toining rogetherof Adam 8& Euah God tool} , 


ypon himtclfe.Such as are in this ſort toinet} ,: 
joined himſelfe , whoſ; + 
are 10ined dy God himſelte , whoſe part ani} \, 

. , Office the parentes and elders do rightlie ani} 
God ſuprlied : ; . FF 
the part of al- 1aWtullie ſupplic , after the firſt ordinance) b, 
ders and pa- _ mariage ynder Whoſe power and authoriti; d 


rents, vhen thoſe that be ioined are. And in ſuch mariage, 


s he 101 . i 
7 rm 4 thar ſaying of Chriſt hath place. hom Guly = 
adams hath zoyned together , let mo man put a ſunder., k. 


Thoſe that are ioyned together by bad pradt; h 
ſes,by the wicked prouocation of lult , 1n re: be 
ſpe of wealth, ſo foorth , without the or! | h 
dinance of God cannot glorie of lawfull to " 
ning together. It is further required, that we 
be not 1oined after the maner of bealtes , as! 
ſheby and by bee mine, which hauing the; 
ſhape ofa woman pleaſcth my luſt ; bur tha) 
I take her to wife,the which is brought vnt0, 
me and delivered by the Lord , 8& that I maj, pj | 
ſay of her: The woman which thou gaueſtme, on 
© God ,as in Chapiter following we readen| 
haue bene done by Adam. Therefore againl? 
this order are fornicators, whore -mailters, 
Whichny Keepers of Concubines , and as many as carl Wh 


wiſe ſtcaler not witha good conſcience glorie , that the 
Can doc, kaw 


at the 
OE Not 
oWne 
wful” 
 ordi- 
Frheit 
in the: 
1 took; 
oine(! 
rt an(} 
ie and! 
nceot: 
1Oritie: 
arlage, 
mm Gul} 
under.; 
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w:thowt conſent of Parentes, 


have their wiues lawfullie gotten. 
Peter Martyr in his commentarie vpon 
Geneſis , ſpeaking of the betrothing and ma- 


69 


. king ſure of Rebeccah vato Iſaac, writeth 
thus of the ſolemnities of thar mariage:The 58 


ornamentes of this mariage were prayers, 
thankſgiuing, hoſpitalitie, the conſent of the 
maiden. For ſhe 1s not confirained,as it is of- 
ten done by vngodlie parentes , who ſome- 
times violentlie torce husbandes vpon their 
daughters,or that which is worſe,doe thruſt 
them into Monaſteries or Abbeies, Nay a- 
boue all thinges the conſent of the parentes 
doth here ſtep in betweene, whoſe office it is 
to beſtow their ſonnes or daughters in mari- 
age,neither is it their parts rathlie to chooſe 
ynto themſelues wiues Sc. For I cite him 
the more ſparinglie, becauſe he hath written 
alearned common place of this argument, 


the which, although it be in engliſh , yetbe- 


cauſe(ſo far as I know) itis not to be had ſe- 
uerallie, but among the reſt of his common 
places,being a booke of too greata price for 
the poorer ſort, Ihauc bene the rather indu- 
ced and mooued to labour alſo in this queſti- 
on, and that(as I trui{t)not without ſome pro- 


* firevnto the godlie diſpoſed, the which thall 


vouchſafe to read the ſame. 


Peter Marter 
vpon Geneſis 
Cap, Zq.VET, ; 
3 


Marlorar after he had ſaid ſomewhat con- Marlorar, 


cerning the choiſe of a wite,the which Hagar 

made for her tonne, at the laſt inferreth thus : 

Wherefore this youth(ſpeaking of Iſhmaell ) 
K 3 being 


_ 
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p being a man growen marrieth a wife, but not 
bl bur by the counſaile & authoritie of his mo- 
| ther, and within alitle ſpace after: What then 
il ought the children of the faithfull to perform 
vnto theirparents ? Doth it not beſeme and 
| become them in making of mariage, to be led 
by the power and authority of their parents, 
that they gtue not ouer themſelues vnto their 
| owne lultes, | 
mk 5 Tolike purpoſe hath Ferus a Popiſh friar, | 
is ar po noted ypon Abraham his pronouncing of a } - 
Þ pit tryete wife for Iſaac by his Steward . Theſe be his | 
{. wordes : Nate and marke , that Iſaac ſeeketh | 
by nota wife, but Abraham proutdeth him ofa 
i wife . For this 15 the duty of parents,and be- | 
it longeth not properly vnto the ſonnes,whoſe | ;, 
aj part itis toobay,  c 
þ. Borrhius vpon the 22, of Exodus ver-17 y 
1M c If the father of the maiden refuſets gine her. \, 
hl Borthauss A placefor thepower of parentes ouer their , 
+ children in making of mariages, that theyr | 1, 
mariages do conſiit in the arbitremet of theit |, 
Wh parentes. Which thing Oreſtes in Eutipides | ,;. 


I Dy a, a oa M.-C 


Ln 


'y alloweth ſaiyng : And I will praiſe mariage,' 
RM when as my father thal giue vnto meawife. | q; 
ik 7 Bullinger expounding theſe wordes of S.' 
!; Bullinger. Paul inhis Epiſtle yato the Corinthians: 8t | ;.; 


Bu 
fi r. Cor,7.36+ sf he thinke it Gnſeemely for hrs Gergin £5 cgnti- | tak 
Hs teth on this ſort : Hee declareth by &xam-} 
i ples that, which hee hath ſaide already , that} 
there ſhould be nodarknes in his has 
we may expound that word Virgin as wel iy the 
c 


L 


YL 
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not , theperſon, as for the thing it ſelfe, namely 
mo- virginity. The meaning is this,if a min haue a 
then virgin marriable, and nowe ready for a huſ- 
om  band(for this I vnderſtand by that which hee 
and = Fyeth, ifſhee paſſe the time of mariage, the 
e led which Ambroſe tranſlateth,if ſhe bepalt ripe= 
nts, nesof age) and hatha defire to mary (thatis 
heir  jrwhich he faith, and ſo it ought to be)ſo that 
\, |} herfather is to feare, leaſt that ſecretly ſhe go 
riar, } about, or enterpriſe ſome thing that 1s not 
of a | + comely, vnles ſhee be prouided for by mari- 
> his | age,now the father finnethnot,if hee beſtow 
keth | herforth vpon an husband, &c. And after- 
1 ofa | wards: we learne by this diſcourſe that it is 
1 be- | thedutie of parents, to giue their daighters 
hoſe } inmariage.Por among them ofold rimes,the _. 

' contraGt of matrimony was not of any foice, ,.q.5 com 
er:17 Without the authority of the parents. Where- without the 
* her. unto thatin the law of God ſemeth to apper- cof.nt of pas 

thei! tayn, the which is commaunded vnto the 6: 

theft Jewes,that they ſhould not give their daugh- 

thelf | ters ortheyr ſonnes vnto the Heathen in-ma- 

pides : Tizoethe which ſhould have bin ia yaine,ifthe 

Age) * children had bene at theyr owne liberty, and 

wife. | did notrather depend vpon the authotity of 

of S. "their parents:yet this alſo muſt be adJed,that 

S:BMt | jtisthe part of parents in time conuenient to 

$*""} take order and prouidefor their children, and 

Sam j that they compell them noteither to yirginity 

-WN'? orfingle life, or voto mariage. 

5.0} Gualteris iuſt of the ſame 1udgement vpon #8 

jel for} th, very ſame place, whoſe words are; But Crater, 
pe E 4 here 


oh 


= 
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here withall,ſonnes and daughters muſt mark 
thar by this place the power of parentes ouer 
their chil dre 1s eſtabliſhed, the which as itis 
great in other maters, ſo here in eſpecial hath 
it ſoueraigne authoritie, wheras the queſtion 
is concerning mariage. For if they muſt pro- 
uide for their children,in like maner it is their 
part to obey them, leaſt that by their luſtand | 
head-ſtrong boldnefle they doe preuent the : 
adviſe and pleaſure of their parentes For al- | 
wates ought the lawe of God to beare ſway ! 
with them, in the which they are commanded ' 
to haue their parentes in price and honour, | 
And how great their authority 1s ouer ther | 
ſonnes and daughters itis manifeſt euen by i 
this, that their parentes may diſanul] and? 
breake the yowes which their children hae 
made without their knowledge and priu'- 
tie « When as therefore G O D himſelfe 
vouchſafeth to yeelde of his owne right, 
(that Imay fo ſpeake) and will not haue that 
ratified and ſtand, the which is promiſed | 
vnto himſelfe, if the parentes determine o-} 
therwiſe, they doubtleſſe are to be thought ! 
to bee too raſſt and wicked , who will not: 
ſubmit their yourhfull defires vnto the or- 
dering and diſpoſing of their parentes. Net- | 
ther may this goe for currant,that any ſhould} 
pretend age +for his excuſe . For there is} 
no age the which oughr to breake theau-þ 
thorttie of parentes eſtabliſhed by the Janes 
of nature. And Paule in this place ſpeaketh of 


virgins bs 
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virgins, the which haue now alreadie paſſed 
the flower of their age, and mariage yeaes, 
andneuerthelefſe ſubieQeth them alſo vnto 
the gouernment of iheir parents, when as he 
teacheth, not what they ought ro doe, bur 


what their parents ought to diſpoſe of them. +, , ciuill 
This in times paſt did the makers of the ciuil jawes, 


lawes deſerue,the which wold haue thoſe ma 
riages to be void, the which are made with- 
out the aduiſe and conſent of parents, vnleſſe 
ſome waightie caſe doe will them to be rati- 
fied and ſtand in force. © 


Agreeable vnto this alſo doeth Hemingi- Hemingiuss 


us ſet downe his iudgement ypon this place 
but in fewer wordes thus : Now he turnech 
his ſpeach vnto parentes hauing daughters of 


' growen yeares, vnto whom he giueth autho- 


ritie to beſtowe their daughters in mariage if 
they will. But thatwhich he puttethin be- 
tweene (and ſo it ought to be) is a reſtrain, 
anditis to be ynderſtood thus: If the maiden 
be withont the gift of chaſtitie it ought ſo to 
be:nameliethat the be giuen to ve maried,to 
auoid fornication. On the other fide if a vir- 
gine haue the gift of chaſtitie,it is left free yn- 
to the parentes to marie them, andnotto 
marie them. From hence letparents learne, 
ehat it is not lawfull for them , to lay vpon 
their children a perpetual law of chaſtitie,vn- 
leſſe they be firſt ſure that they haue the gift 
ofchaſtitie, the which verie ſeldomefallerh 


- out, vnles by ſome griefe ordefect and want 


oo 
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diis & diuvor- BeZa in this caſe is ſo ſure on our fide, that 


lis. 


4% Aretrus 


he holdeth not onely the ſtolen contraGts to 
be void and vnlawfull,burt alfo the mariageit 
ſelfe that followeth after the ſame to be of no 
force and vnlawfull Bur it is beſt to heare him 
tell his owne tale himſelte. But what (ſaith 
hee)if mariage in deede haue followed after 
ſuch c6rra&ts?Doubtles if the caufe be confi- 


dered why ſuch contracts are vtterly void(be : 


cauſe he namlie canot conſent to the beſtow- 
ing ofhimſelfe , the which is not in his owne 


power)it wil follow that the mariage it ſelfe 
ought much leſle to bee of force, as verely | 
wherin there is required a more expreſle and | 


ſure conſent, 


And Aretiusin his common place of ma- ' 


riazeamong other things that make the ſame 
vnlawfull rckoneth vp the contracting of the 
ſame without the conſent of parentes . His 
wordes be theſe : That mariageis vnlawful, 
the which is againſt the commandement and 
lawe of God , And this faulterh either in 
the degrees forbidden : or elſe becauſe it is 
made vp with priute and ſtolen contractes a- 
gainſt the will of the pirentes:or els when as 
manie wiues are admitted or taken at ons 
time. 

But we will conclude 8& ſhut vp this point 
with theteſtimonie of M. Luther, the thun- 
derbolt of Getmanie , whome wee haue re- 


ſerued ynto this laſt place . not for that hee 
is 


9 2 
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is theleaſt among my witneſſts , who wor- 
thilie ought to be accompted offeuen with 
the veric foremoſt for his moſt profitable 
21uice done vnto the Church of GOD, 
but becauſe hee doeth verie euidentlie and 
clearelie with great courage and boidnefle 
of heart ſet downe his indgement in this 
cauſe writing vpon the 2 4. Chapiter of the 
book? of Geneſis : Therefore (ſaith hee) doe 
I handle this place , albeit odious or hate- 
full : Becauſe Iſaac docth not marie a wite, 
where hee pleaſeth, butis forbidden of his 


father to marie one of the land of Canaan, the miſchiefs 
and his fatherhimſelfe doeth carefullie pro- the which do 


uide his ſonne of a wife, and his ſonne with 8*9we @* pris 
uy contracts, 


all willingnefle doeth obey his father, For 
dailie experience doeth teach, that thoſe 
priuie and ftolen contraftes are the cauſe of 
great miſchiefes , daylic braules , ſtrifes,per- 
iuries, and murthers , and alſo the moſt 
ſhamefull plague and garboile of the Church 
and comon wealth. So the popilh Canonilts 
du nothing els but ſeek to teare in ſunder the 
Church and trouble the world becauſe oftheir 
dolrith & vnlearned Cannons, And ſhall wee 
ſuffer them to bring in ſo many miſchiefes in- 
to our Churches > Let the Deuill winke at 
this, and noother man : nay rather 1 my ſelfe 
will excommunicate all thoſe doctors, then 
that we will tolerate and beare in our Chur- 
ches their wicked and ypgodlie ſentences & 
wudgement. 
And 
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And ſome prety ſpace after, he hath theſe 
wordes : The doctrine therefore of this place 
is, that parentes ought to prouide their ſong 
anddaughters of honeſt mariage : Although 


When _ this be not to beler paſſe, that it often times | 


do abuſe 
authorltie. 


rhe common 


-: MrafQiſe a- 


noneft vs at 
Cs 


ſometimes abuſe their power and authoritie, 
and will compel their children to marie with 


falleth out in mans life, that the parenres do | 


thoſe, whom they loue not, the which com: | 
meth often to paſlc inthe great families of { 
noble men. They are to be found fault with- :. 


all, becauſe they carie no ſparke of a fatherlie 
mind & affe&tion,bur are blockes 8& ſtockes, 


they haue not that ſame natural loue towards | 


their children.In ſuch acaſe let the Paſtor of 


the Church, or the ciuil magiltrate ſer in their ? 


_— 


authoritie Becauſe that this 1s not a father. 


lie power , buta tyrannie. Wee therefore 
do ſo diligentlie yrge the authoritie of pa- 


rents,firſt becauſe of the commandement & _ 


ordinice of God, the examples of the ſcrip- 
tures,and the ciuill lavves. Secondlie becauſe 
of that notable wickednes being vnto al god- 


lie and honeſt parentes verie grieuous, the | 


which hath raunged in the world 1n all ages: 
namelie that when as they haue brought vp 
their children godly and honeſltlie, that they 
might be heires of their fathers goodes, after 
wardes there haue bene ſome found they not 
know1ng of it and againſt their willes , the 
which by diſceit andſubtilty haue ouer-recht 
and compaſsed the maidens and honeſt yong 

men 
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men, that rhey ſhouldeby ſtealth marie with 
thoſe, the which were doth of ſmall honeſtie 
and alſo ynfit for them,and vnto their parents 
moſt ynwelcome. 

The Pope hath ſer open a window anda 
broad gate vnto theſe horrible offences, and ,,, p,,. of 
hath made a way for baudes, that they might ueth leaue ro 
ſteale away mens ſonnes and daughters for —_ oy 
me,for thee,for cuerie one of ys. Shall wee {qc 5arent 
thinke theſe thinges to bee ſuffered, or defen- 
ded * But they ſay that men mult looke dili- 
gentlie ynto tae keeping of their children, & 
haue an eſpecial careof them : But how can 
this be inſo great wickednes and vntoward- 
nes of men ? Howe eaſilie are the plaine and 
ſimple meaning mindes corrupted, and be- 
oiled? Mt 

Letparents therfore remember that pow- {4 ray 
erard authoritie is giuen them from Godto the conſenc 
beltow their children in mariage : and that of parents. 
contrattes made without their conſent are 
not good , neither bythe lawe of God nor 
man. 

Furthermore let children knowe that they 
are to aske their aduiſe and to knowe their * parey 
pleaſure. Let not a yoong man , wholeage 1s honefbyenl 
fic for mariage, be afraid to opE his mind vnto 
his parents: that he is in loue with an honeſt 
maiden, anddefire, that they will gene her 
him to wife . For albeit this ſeeme to be a to- 
ken of luſt ſcarce comelie, yet let them know 
that God his mercy doth couer the ſame in 

marxiage, 


—_ 
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mariage,8&hath giuen a rem:die for this Cif. | 
eaſe.Let them therfore humble theEſelues be. ? 
fore their parentes, .and plainclie and free- | 
lie ſay vnto them: my deare father , my good ' 
mother , giueme ſich a yoong man , or ſuch 
a maiden, whomeTloue. And if ſhe be wor- 
thy to be match-d with thee, or worthie of | 
thine affinitie , or thy parentes, thine honeſt | 
parentes will not denic thee, albeit the dow- 
rie or wealth bee not anfwerable . Such 
mariages cannot chooſe bur bee happie and! 
proſperous , and God of his infinite good. | 
God doth co nefle dooth blefſſe , pardon , and couer 
uer & beauu- the heat of luſt as it were with the couer | 
fylutt with Of mariage . Yea, moreouer the holie ſcrip-j 


neſt mart- 
mY ture dooth allowe, and alleadge for exam- * 


le the loue and fpeach of the Þridegroome 4 
and bride. Thus God pardonneth the fll- 
thineſſe, and miſerable luſt, wherein wee 

are borne, and that which more is, dooth 
beautifie and honeſt the ſame with Jawfull 

mariage , But let yoong*<men take heed: | 
and beware of this vſua!l ftubbornneſſe and : 
contempt of parentes , wherewithall ſome? 
run ſtarke mad. & of a blind :agedo contra! 
vnhonelt mariages, vnfitting both themſeJues? 
& alſo their elders & parcts. For in this place! 
the holy ſcripture ſetteth forth a c6trarie ex-| 
ample, and far more hon«ſt, to be followed, 
when as Iſaac marieth Rebeccah, according 
yntothe minde, will andcounſail, of bis fa-# 


ther, 
Theſe | 
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dif,  Thelethinges thus conſidered, and this 
matter ſo generallic agreed vpon,and confir- 
free. } medalſoby the approbation and conſent of 
| ' ſomanicgraue,godlie,and learned witneſles 

good | . R - . » 
ach  Ifhenceforward the parets ſhaleither ofneg- 
ligence or ſluggilſhnefle leaue of their dutie 


>5 be. 


VVOTr- 8 . . . . 

fie of - prouiding of honeſt matches for their chil- 
onel | dren, or their ſonnes and daughters con- 
dow. | fempruouſlie and ſtubbornlie refuſe to ſtand 


Such | Vo their godlie and chriſtian choiſe , igno- 


:« and ance Will no longer ſeruetoexcule the fault 
ood. ®heither fide, bur that itmuſt needes fol- 
on low, that the ſeruant that knoweth his. mai- 4 neceſrarie 
©... fters wil, and dooth itnot, the ſame ſhall bee 9uiſe vneo 
COUCT ! . . parents. 
ſcrip. | Þ*at2n with many ſtripes.Lerfathers therfore - 
—_ on whom the charge by God his commande- 
—_ * mectliethto take wiues for their ſons, and to 
ws prouide husbandes for their daughters, take 
; diliger heed herunto,that they abuſe not this 
Jooth  xcirpower and authoritie ouer their chil- 
\wfull fren,but as in other caſes, they are willed by 

hand the Apoſtle that they deal not in ſuch ſort to - 
fe ang: Vardes them,that they hereby bee diſmaied 

Coma | and ciicouraged , ſoeſpeciallie in this mat- 

neat of greateſt moment and valour of all 0- 

ſeluec| ther worldelie thinges whatſocuer, let them 

lace. Ibſteine from all rigour and roughnefl2,and 
Uh Jn: bevare that they turne not ther fatherlie 
—_ lurifdiction and gouernment into a tyranm- 
? C = 
Cc 
ding all ſowerneile and way wardneſle , letting 


their will-gae for a lawe and their pleaſure 
fora reaſon, according vato that dn, 
's ut 


_— 
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but both Tiger and Tirant lyke ſaying:Looke |. q 

| what I commaund , that will I haue, my wil : 

ki Randeth for a reaſon. For the rule of the px | 

kk rentes ouer theyr children , ought to reſem- 

ble the gouernment of good princes towards 

their ſubiects, that is to ſay, it muſt be milde, 

gentle, and eaſieto be borne , for as they, 

ſolike wiſe parents ſo far as concerneththem 

and lieth in theyr abilitie ro performe, they 

Tube in the muſt carrie ſuch an even and ypright handin 

- - —_— their gouernement, that they may by loue 

* ſeeketo winthehartes of thoſe ouer wizome 

they are ſet, to bee firme and ſure towardes 

them, .and notto keepe them vnder awe and} 

ſubie&ran by feare . For, whom men feare, 

they hate, and him whom they hate,his death 

they wiſhe. 1 ſpeake of ſeruile or ſlauiſhe fear, 

not of that child-like and reuerent feare, the? pe 

which both the ſubjects owe vnto their Prin-| {ay 

ces, and the children ynto their parents,and? he 

the which both the one and the other eafilie| wh 

obtaineat the handes of ſuch as are vnderþ (cr 

their gouernment, by their equal, vpright and} afa 

moderate behautour towardes them, 

uf _>Þ_ It doth therefore ſtand parentes greatlymny 
[#4 on hand,that in making choiſe for their children 

{| cerctyin the they befreefrom all ſiniſter and corrupt affe 

|; choiſefor Ction,andthat for lucre & couetouſnes they 

{| theirchildren ((orenot to thruſt ſuch matches ypon theit 

children,as they cannot brooke,nor like well 

off: for now adaies in the choiſe that agretty yok 

manie paxentes make of husbandes for thet 
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nus (5 formam Regina pecunia donat:thatis,if 
they bee ritch inough,they be both faire, wel 
fauourzd, yeaand alſo godlie and yertuous 
inough : they being farre ſwarued from the 
miad & iugdement of that father,who once 
faid concerning the mariage of his daughter, 
that he had rather haue a man without mo- 
ney, then money without a man : ſignifieng 
hereby that he rather reſpeCed the good qua- 
lities and vertues of his minde, then the great 
vealth and ritches of his cofers.Fathers ther- 
| fore as they are by good right to chooſe , ſo 

ought they not in truth to conſtraine &com- 

pel. For of al other matters,the conſenc of the 

children in mariage ought to be moſt free, ſo 

that in theſe caſes, after all honeſt and lawful 
; perſwaſions vſed , looke in what partic the 
 faultway be worthelie thought to reſt, there 
 thegodly magiſtrate ought to put in his foot, 


| 


; who in ſome reſpeCtes is not onelie in the x1. codlic 
ſcriptures comprehended ynder the name of magiſtrate. 


 afather, bur alſo by his ſoueraigne afthoritie 
 Wherewithall hee is armed from God him- 
 ſelfe, is torule both the father and all his 
| children , and all other, that doe belong vn- 
'tohim. I am notable, neither is1t my pur- 
poſe to reckon all the colourable pretenſes 
thatfathers which are warldlie minded can 
alleadge toenforce vpon their children what 


Xr the prouided 


da 


- A, —> 


yokefellowes ſoeuer they haue procured and 
for them, ſo that they beerick 
F enough 
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inough : neither yer is it poſsible for me. 
to ſet down all the ſhif:es,that children have: 
to ſhake off the yoke of duc -obedience.in; 
their fathers honeſt and lawful chazſes: Thi; 


thereforein all humilirie , euen 11 the boy- 
els of leſus Chriſt I requetit atthe handes 
them both , that they ſeeke not how to 
wiſe and wittie(or ratherin deed) wilte hoy 
to demiſe winalefes and itarting holes t 
ſhrowde aad-hide themſelues in, when thy 
ſhould perfourme theirdutes on either pat 
1n this behalfe, 

The plea of The childreacan fay forthemſelues, we 


tome childre . are oIde enough, and therefore able enoug 
for the ma: 


King of their 
owa matches, pradtiſed by others, yea and peraduenture 


doe know(as having hard our parents fo 
times in their. merr1ymentes:to bragge of thi 
ſame)our fathers'have  matched-withoutthi 
conſent of their parentes:, and hae all thi 
notwithſtanding done well: ynough , andls: 
ucd yeric well : why therefore ſhoulde ni 
wee alſo doo the-like > The queſtion h 
is not, What children in regarde either « 
age or wit areable for to doo but what Go 
hath thought meer & exped.E e,nay ſtraight | 
lie charged and commanded that they ſhouls 
doe. For there are many children found fon 
times far to exceede their fathers in wit 
in wiſedome,yea and in al other = both 
mind & body,yet is this no good reaſon thi 
they ſhould take ypon them their mr 
tnorly 
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Thereply, 


to make our own choiſe:we ſeeit tobe dafhi 
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thoritie, The wife may not therfore be a mai- 
| fter becauſe the hath more knowledge ſome- 
in; times then her husbid,but ſhe muſt obey, 8 
s; thehusbande is to rule , becauſe that God 
hath willed that it ſhould bee fo. And albeit 
that matches made without the conſent of 
parentes haue often good ſucceſle , accro- 
ding vnto the things which fal out outward- 
liein this life , yet that is not to bee imputed 
ynto this diſordered and vnnaturall courſe, 
but vnto God his mercie thatalwaies dooth 
better for vs, then wee haue deſerued. And 
whereas it 1s ſaid,that our parents haue mat- 
$ ched without the choiſe & coſent of their pa- 
_ r&s,therfore wealſo wil chooſe for ourſelues 
according vnto our owne liking, beſides that 
thebreach of dutie in the father doth not ex- 
cuſe the like diſobedience in his ſonne: what A bad fonne, 
art thou that thinkeſt it not inough that thou wag rin 
oe ynto the Deuill thy ſelfe vnleſle thou with him —_ 
auethy father to go with thee aiſo for com - the deuil for 
panic ? Foras thy ſin of diſobedience, if God <%Panies 
raunt theenot repentance ofthe ſame , ſhall 
1 his 1uſtice preſſe thee down cuen vatohel. 
Solikewiſe ſha'l thy fathers marieng without 
the allowance of his parents , be ſufficient ta 
condemne him,iftogether with therelt of his 
ſinnes it bee not couered in the merites of 
leſus Chriſt our Sauiour. Andthe example 
of Iudah may fitlie ſerue to inſtruct thee 
in this point, that though thy father haue 
marked without the choiſe of his friendes, 
Fa yo 
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their fathers honeſt and lawfuli-chaiſes: Thi 


thereforein all humilirie , 'euen 11 the boy 
els of Ieſus Chriſt I requeit atthe handes « 
them both , that they feeke not how to be 
wiſe and wittie/oOr ratherin deed) wilte hoy 
to deuiſe winalcNes and ftarting holes te 
ſhrowde aad- hide themſelues in, when thy 
ſhould perfourme theirduties on either pi 
1 this behalfe, 
The ctildreacan fay forthemſelues, wet 


The plea of 

home chilare -are oldeenough, and therefore able cnough 
or the m3- n vp. | 

king of their ©© make our own choiſe:we ſee it to be daylp 


own matches, praiſed by athers,yea and peraduenture we 
doe know(as having hard our parents ſom 
times in their. merr1mentes/to bragge of ti 
ſame)our fathers'hane matched without the 


conſent of their parentes:,. and haue allthis 


notwithſtanding. done well ynough , andli 


ucd yerie well : why therefore ſhoulde no 
wee alſo doo the like > The queſtion her 
is not, What children in regarde either « 
age or wit areable for to doo but what Gol 
hath thought meet 8 exped: Et ,nay,ſtraight 


Thereply, 


lie charged and commanded that they ſhould 


doe. For there are many children found ſom 
times far to exceede their fathers in wit and 
in.wiſedome,yea and in al other gifes both 
mind & body,yet is this no —_— reaſon tha 
they ſhould taks ypon them theis —_— all 
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thoritie. The wife may not therfore be a mai- 
ſter,becauſe ſhe hath more knowledge ſome- 
times then her husbid,but ſhe muſt obey, 8 
the husbande is to rule , becauſe that God 
hath willed that it ſhould bee ſo. And albeit 
that matches made without the conſent of 
parentes haue often good ſucceſle , accro- 
ding ynto the things which fal out outward- 
lien this life , yet that is not to bee imputed 
ynto this diſordered and vnnaturall courſe, 
but vnto God his mercie thatalwaies dooth 
better for vs, then wee haue deſerued. And 
whereas it 1s ſaid,that our parents haue mat- 
ched without the choiſe & co6ſent of their pa- 
rets,therfore wealſo wil chooſe for ourſelues 
according vnto our owne liking, beſides that 
thebreach of dutic in the father doth not ex- 
cuſe the like diſobedience in his ſonne: what A bad fonne, 
art thou that thinkeſt it not inough that thou gy es 
goe vnto the Deuill thy ſelfe vnleſſe thou with him _ 
havethy father to go with thee alſo for com - the deuil for 
panie ? Foras thy fin of diſobedience,if God <vPankes 
raunt theenot repentance ofthe ſame , (all 
1 his iuſtice preſſe thee down euen vatohel, 
So likewiſe ſhall thy fathers marieng without 
the allowance ofhis parents , be fufficient to 
condemne him,iftogether with therelt of his 
finnes it bee not couereld in the merites of 
leſus Chriſt our Sauiour. Andthe example 
of Iudah may fitlis ſerue to inſtru thee 
in this point, that though thy father haue 
marled without the choiſe of his friendes, 
Fa yer 
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yet thou art not in like maner to marie with. 
out the coſent of them, for albeic Indah tooke ' 
Gen.38% yntohimſelfe a Cananitiſh woman without 
the prinitie and liking of his father Taacob, 
yet did hee prouide a wife for his owne chil- | 
dren Er, and Onan, whereby wee gather | 
that the fault, the which hee committed in 
himſelfe, hee did not like nor allow of1n his 

ſonnes. . 
Setting a ſides therefore all cunning glo- 
ES fo ſes and 6 Jlneer Fo deuiſes Cs br the 
all good na- Deuill his forge , whereby hee teacheth his 
ured clulte« Chollers to be ſubtile ininuenting reaſonsto | 
maintaine their ſtubborne diſobedience in ' 
not being ruled by the graue aduiſe 8 god-, 
lie counſaile of their parentes as touching 
their mariage matches, letall dutitull and ' 
good natured children in the reuerence | 
- and feare of God conſider what honour and 
obedience they doe owe vnto their parents 
and what pawer and authoritie he duck in his 
worde {anCified ynto the ouer their children 
inthe Lord , in regard hereof let them yeeld, 
vnto them this dutie , that their tathers ha- 
ning prouided for them ſuch as are notof | 
a wicked hfe, nor deformed or euill fauou- 
red, nor of a contrarie religion , they wil- | 
linglie ſubmit themſelues vato their choiſe, 
which if for the preſent , or vpon the ſuddain 
theycinot yeeld vnto.,let them by earneſt cal 
ling vpon the name of God defire him to ſub- 
due inthem this corrupt affeRion & that he 
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with: will frame their wil to bee plyablevnto their 
tooke ' fathersin ſuch lawful caſes:lawful I may well 
thout call them, becauſe that the ciuil conſtitutions 
cob, andordinances do ratifie and allow of them: 
» chil- | the two former eſpeciallie, ſetting downe 
ather | thatchildren are to giue the conſent vnto the 
ed in | fathers chorſe, where the partie choſen isnot , . 
n his | ofinfamous life, norin ſhape orfauour ſo * 5# 
blemiſhed, as it may wotthelie bee ſuppoſed 
glo- | thatthe ſame may bean occaſion ofthe with- 
n the | drawiug of loue. As for the third caution, or 
th his | pronito ofnor grating vnto the fathers choiſe 
nsto inthecanſ? of contrarie religion, it is confir- 
cein | medflatlie by the counſell of the Apoltle, 
god- } Wherehe willeth that we ſhould not draw the 
hing | yoke with infidels, which if it hold 1n other 
| and ! caſes of the affaires ofthis life , much more 
ence | Oughtirto beeof force in mariage m:rcers, 
-and | mariage (I meane) hereafter to bee made and 
ents | not ſuch as are alreadie made, for where 
n his | theknot is once aJready knit, there diſparitie, 
dren |} orvnequalnesin religion is noiuſt cauſe of 
eld, | ſeperation. 
ha- Yea& in this moſt graue 8 waighty cauſe, 
Dtof | Iwould be author ynto all chriſtian parentes x, ;rovidine 
10u- © thattheyrake not theſamelightly in nand as if ofwarches 7 
wil- | 1twere but atoy,or a eſt, bur that they begin = ELON 
iſe, | 1tWith praier that in the whole aCtis they may angles do 
lain } nſuch ſort be direted, that they do nothing giz with prais 
cal } againſt the word of God,or vnbeſceming the © 
ub- þ ſame authority,the which God himſclf in this 
the | Gufe hath impoſed or laid vpon them . And 
will F 3 thus 
= | 
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thus doing, God no doubt will ad a bleſsing 
ynto their godlie indeuour and holie care,& | 
worke obedience in the heartes of their chil- 
dren , as hee framed the heart of Iſaac with 
entire affetion to imbrace Rebeccah,whom 
his father Abraham had by his Steward pro- 
vided for him. And leaſt that any ſhould ima- 
gine that this counſell is a peeutſh fancie ofa 
roo much ſpiced and nice conſcience, the pa- 
rents ought to bee induced and perſwaded 
Gen.24.9. hereunto , firlt by theexample of Abraham, 
AbenEzca whocommitting the charge of prouidinga 
— _ wife for his ſonne vnto his ſeruant, praieth } 
2 praiers Chat God will ſend his Angell before himto 
dire him'in this buſinefſe. 
Secondlie the courſe which Abraham hi 
ſeruant takethin the effefting of this charge 
IT FIVE dooth teach no lefſe,of whom we reade, that | 
Gea.24.36, heentred into this buſineſſe with prater: that! 
he geueth thankes vnto God, when hee mee- | 
Gen-24-5%® teth with Rebeccah : that hee praiſeth God | 
when atthedeliuerie of his meſſage, the pz | 
rentes without gaine-ſaieng graunted their 
conſent. 
Children ma» And whileſt I giue this counſell vnto the 
riagc-able are parentes, I woulde not haue the children! 
Pr fire Ehinke that I diſcharge them of this dutie, 
their parentes whom the ſame is by ſo much the more to be} 
ina god'y put in practiſe, by how much they are more 
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without conſent of parenter, 
like more then prophane and heatheniſh 
ſpeaches! : 7 will marre to pleaſe mine owne 
tie, and not to ſatisfie the mind of my father : 1 
will neuer match with him that :wocth my pa- 
rents before he woeth me. Shal Igoto the father 
before I am ſure of the daughter. £Jc. Where- 
5in verie deede they are not at all once ſo 
much as to make the leaſt motion ofmariage 
ynto the daughter, vnleſle before they; haue 
obtained the good will and-liking of the fa- 
ther. For in theſe caſes letthe daughters, if 
they ſh:ll be thereunto (ollicited and woed, 


87 


learne of the example of the maiden out of 


the Poet , and of Cyrus out of Xenophon ci- 
ted before, to ſay vnto their ſuters : My Fa- 
ther and my mother haue to determine and 
diſpoſe of my mariage,this is a matter not be- 
longing noc appertaining vnto me, The hea- 
then haue borne themſelues in this dutifull 
ſort towardes their parentes, and ſhall Ithat 
profefſe my ſelfe a chriſtian come o far ſhort 
of thE.in this dutie,as to cotradt my ſelf with- 
out the conſent & knowledge of my elders ? 
Nay let thE ſay with Tamar,as it is in the ſto- 
ry of the kings :Sperke {pray thee Gnto my fa- 
ther, for he will nor deny me Guto thee C5 ce 


And here,when as Lenter into the confide- AgainRtinti- 
ling of childrE 
vato mariage 
: : *21- without the 
daughcers vato mariage withqut,nay againſt conſenc of pas 
the conſent and will of their parents ,it ma- ents. 


keth mg aſtoniſhed and amazed, to heare that 
F 


ration of the contraric bad courſe & practiſe 
of the wor !d , in intifing of mens ſonnes an 
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a great manie, andthe ſame otherwiſe veric 
ciuill and honeſt,are to be found almoſt in all | 


places ythe which not onelie doe not diſlike 


of this ſhamefull diſorder , but holdeit as | 


were but a ſportand a play , yea that which | 


more is,goe aboutto countenice and defend 
this notorious kind of ſhameleſſe theeuerie, 
(for ſo 1 will not feare to call it) the which al. 
ſo doth farre better delerue to bee puniſhed 
with death, then a great manie crimes that are 
puniſhed with the ſame. Yea thou thy ſelfe 
which likeſt hereof wel enough 8& too well, if 


a theefe take bur xx.\hillings fro thee by the | 


highway ſide,thou wilt hang him,it thou can: 
& art thou ſo bad aneſtcemer of thinges,that 
thou doeſt yalueth? ſtealing away of a mans 
childe ata lefle rate, then the taking away of 
his mony?Wilt thou condemn him that ſtez- 
leth away thy beaſt, and iuſtify him that rob- 


beth thee of thy daughter? The law of my | 


pointeth death ynto ſuch as ſteale mens ch 


dre 8 ſel thEint» ſlauery of the bodie,8& wha 
the thinkeſt thou is their offence which ſteale | 
mens daughters againſt the c6ſent of their pa | 


rents, to live all their life time in whordome 
& adulterie, which is a ſpirituall ſlauerie and 
bondage of the ſoule,by which withourre- 
pentance it periſheth euerlaſtingly , whereas 
the bodily bondage nothing pretudicateth or 
hindereth the libertie of the ſoule, but that it 
notwithſtanding may bee a free man vnto 
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of all the learned be truly defined, and faid,to 
be the taking away and withholding of ano- 
thex man his goodes, againſt the will of the 
owner of the ſame: and children, as hath bin 
before proued , be by good right to be reko- 
nedeſpecially among the ſubſtance of theyr 
parentes ; how then, is it not theft toſteale a- 
way mens childre by intifing them vnto ma- 
riage? And this argueth a great prophane- 
nes of our cime, and a wonderfull growth, 
and increaſe of finne vnto his higheſt toppe, 
that whereas all other theeues for rhe moſte 
part either Neale in the night, orelſe diſgui- 
ſed and vizarded in the day time , keeping 
themſelues ſecrct and hidden leaſt being ta- 
ken , they ſtretch a rope for their labour : the 
ſealers of our daughters ſometimes will nor 
ſticke to tell ys to our faces, that if they can- 


Shame 


les | 


not obtaine them with our good will, they boldnes, 


will if they can by any means, one day enioy 
them in deſpite of our teeth. And when they 
haue once atchievedtheir deuiliſhe purpoſe, 
and offered yillany vnto our children, in de- 
filing of their bodies , they do not as other 
theeues, keepe them ſelues aloofe and creepe 
into corners, but offer themſcJues willingly 
inough to be knowne, making within them- 
ſelucs this reckoning, and ſometimes openly 
vaunting hereof among their friendes, that 
hauing thus iſhoneſted our children, we ſhal 
inthe end be glad to make ſute vntothemto 
keepe them, for feare leaſt like ynto graceles 

non, 
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Amnon, they ſhould turne them thus abuſed, 
home againe vntovs. This is the daily pra- 
* Ciſe,and yet who almoſt is ſory for the ſame? 
i But if there bee no man nor woman to bee 
[* \ found, hauing any ſparke of conſcience left 
bk, vnquenched, but confeſſeth, that hee would 
i not haue his own ſonne and daughter intiſed 
| after this manner, let ys not then any longer 
£oe about to vpholde,that done vnto others, 
the which we would diffalow and greatly mif- 
like being done ynto our ſelues, and in our 
owne caſes For this rule ſhall otherwiſe,re- 
maine ſtill in force inough againſt vs : Doe 
not vnto another, that which thou wouldeſt 
th | beloth ſhould be done vnto thy lelfe, 

Wo {An cn i But it may be aunſ{wered hereunto, not by 
pr 1 maGet®” the Sheepe-ſtealers, but by the maide-ſtea- 
lers, that they haue the conſent and goodwill 
of the maiden, and that peraduenture fo far 
forth, that ſhe hath in moit earneſt maner, yea 
euen With teares, and for all the lone ſake 
thareuer was betweene them, made requeſt 
-and ſute vnto them to carie and conuergh 
her away, and by ſome ſecret meanes ta 
wer. bee marriedvntothem &c. This is indeede 
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carrieth a greate ſhewe of reaſon among 
many , bur is in trueth the very worlt plea 
that they could poſſibly haue made for them- 
ſelues of all others. For doe they not lee, 
how by this meanes they doe not alone quite 


caſt and cleane ouerthrowe themlſel my 


a verye plauſible couloure , and ſuch as. 


_ 


5nd, wy 


Id, Hy + 


__—_— 


 ciently already,they oughrlike good children 


. parte is the belt end of theſe bad compattes) 
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alſs accuſe and condemne the party , whom 
they haue after this ſort ſeducedand intiled? 
For beſides theyr owne faultin going abour 
this matter without the conſent of their pa - 
rentes, (the which as hath bene ſhewed ſuff- 


to haue taried for) they haue cauſed the mai- ; 
den alſo, tocaſt off and breake in ſfuuder the ; 
coardes of due obedience vnto her father | 
or mother,which greate contempt the Lorde | 
wil not ſuffer voreuenged. And becauſe that ; 
ſuch maner of cotracts are altogether by God | 
his word vnlawful,therfore in carnaly know- 

ing the one the other({the which for the moſte 


they haue committed fornicauon , heaping 
aS 1t were drunkencfle vnto thirſte , that is 
to ſay , committing one ſinnein the necke 
of another , the which may nor hereby be 
excuſed, for that they haue plighted ard yo- 
wed their fayth and troth the one ynto the 
other, and therefore they cannot in conſci. 
ence forſake one another, For it mult firit be Thatthe vow 
: . - & promiſe the 
conſidered, whether theyr vow and promiſe ,,f;cy chars 
bee lawfull or no, before they enter into make ro mar 
a ſetled determination, to performe and = — 
keepe the ſame, For where the vowe is vn- \yjchour the 
lawtull,there can be no breach of conſcience conſent of th 
in obſeruing and fulfilling the ſame. And PIents wh 
aS in all other caſes, and actions of ours, Sm 
the worde of GOD multe bee our war- may lawfulli 
rant, to trye the lawfulnes, os vulawfuloes, ** broken, 


of 
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of the ſame,ſo alſo in this moſt chiefly, when 
wee vowe or promiſe by giuing our fayth, 
todoe any thing in his name . For nothing 
can pleaſe God, the which is not agreeable 
ynto his will, and we haue no other certifi- 
cate leftvsto aſſure ys of his will, bur onely 
his worde. Wherefore whatſoeuer cannot be 
warranted by the ſame, is not agreable vnto 
his wil,and fo conſequently can by no means 
pleaſe him. Letvs then lee a little, whether 
this vowing andgiuing of fayth and troth in 
mariage , without the parents agreeing ther- 
vnto., be to be holden lawfull, yea, or no,the 
which ſhall eaſely appeare vnto vs thus: what 
ſocuer cannot bee performed , without the 
breache of God his commaundement, tnat 
ſame is vtterlye volawfull to be done, but to 
yow faith and trothin mariage , without the 
conſent of parents, can not bee performed 
without the breach of God his commaunde- 
ment , therefore for children to gine their 
fayth and troth in mariage, without the con- 
ſent of theyr parenres, 1s vtterly vnlawſull, 
As concerning vowes God teacheth vs1n the 
30. of Numbers. that being made by the chil- 
dren, and not ratified by the parents,they are 
vniawfull, and if vnlawfull notto beperfor- 
med And thatitis againſt God his comman- 
dementr, for children to handfaſt themſclues 
in wedlocke,their parents conſent not goin 
therewithall, hath at large bene diſcourlſed, 
being the only matter of this Treatize, wherof 
enſueth, 
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enſueth, thar theſe promiſes being vnlawful, 
they do not arall binde the conſcience of the 
makers of them to performe the ſame, nay ra» 
ther the perfourming of them,is a matter not 
of conſcience , butflat againſt conſcience, if 
to do the thing that is valawfull, and vnlaw- 
full by the word of God, be a matter againſt 
conſcience, the which none , vnles the face 
be made of ſeaſoned wainſcor,will caſely de- 
ny . Let not thoſe therefore the which plead 
conſcience for theyr excuſe in this bad mat- 
ter, any longer deceiue themſclues with this 
broken reede, the which, if oneleane vpon, 


it will ſtraight wayes breake vnto ſhivers, g,cv | 
but rather whoſoeuer haue in this ſort vOW- vowe or pro- | 
ed, or promiſed raſhly, let them vnderſtand, miſemay laws | 


that their vowe and promiſe, may a greate 
deale more ſafely be broken, then performed, 
except the good will of the parents may bee 
obtayned, and yetin this cale alſo, their for- 
mer raſhnes is earneſtly and with vnfained 
and hearty ſorrow to be repented, that God 
through his mercy in Chriſt doe not impute 
itand lay it vnto their charge. And this ad- 
uiſe I would haue to be ynderſtoode either of 
contraCtes, or of mariage alſo by ſuch inti- 
ſing meanes, though the parents good will 
may be afterwads procured. Bur it after ſuch 
priuy and ſtolen contracts and mariages,the 
good liking of the parentes cannot be won, 
What puniſhment ought to be inflicted and 
laid ypon the offenders,as well in regary of 
: FRO 6's 
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their owne default in breach of duty vnte 
their parentes , as alſo that others by their 
ſmart may beeterrified and feared from run- 
ning iato the like, it is not for mee being no 
lawe-maker to determine : I leaue that vn- 
to th: wiſe diſcretion of the godly magj- 
ſtrate, who I hope heareafter wil cary a more 
heauy hande towardes this he:nous and no- 
torias crime, an. ſee ſome diicipline alſo to 
bee ordai;ed tor all ſuch diſobedient and yn- 
ruly children, the which by their raſhe and 
headftrong attentes, haue forſtalled the right 
of their godly parents, howſocuer afterwards 
they can get thcir good will. 


And thus, fith the law of nature, thelawe | 


of God, the authority of the ©criptures,the 
examples of the godlye recorded in the ſame, 
the praGtiſe of the better ſort, among the ve- 
ry Heathen, the teſtimonyes of the Poettes 
in their Comedies , and Tragedies, the Fa- 
thers, Councels, Decrees, Canons, and ci- 
uill conſtitutions of the purer ſort, yea ſome 
of the yery Popes themſclues, and Jaſtly the 
firme conſent of the beſt Diuines of theſe 
our dayes, maintaine and vpholde the ns 
rentes right in prouiding of honeſt matches 
in due time for their children , and prooue 
their contrattes made without their parents 
conſent, to bee of no yalidity or force, net- 
ther before God or man : 1 may lawfullye 
conclude, that it is the fathers charge to 
make 2 godly choiſe , for his ty" - 
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daughters in the way of mariage , without 


whoſe conſent they are at no hand to knit vp 
the ſame,vnlefſe the godlie magiſtrate in caſes 
of extremitie by his authoritic doe take fuch 
order,{o that hexeaiter my good hope is (the 
duties on both jides being nowe ſo plainelie 
ſet downe, tiat no ignorance in this behalfe 
may any longer hencefoorth be pretended) 
that as parents reſpe&ting God his glorie,wil 
dijigentlic and carefalliepradtiiethe one , ſo 
their children in all humble obedience will 
peforme the other, which God grant at 
the length for Chriſt his ſake. 
Amen, 
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An aftervwritte to thegentle | 
| Reader. 


Y purpoſe was ( right 
entle Reader) in this 
10rt diſcourſe before 

ooing, by ſtrong and 

ſounde proues to make 

2! this point of doftrine 
| appeare moſ: clearely, 

the which of the molte 
hathneuer bin ſomuch , 
as once thought ypon, and whereof agreate 
number, very ſenſible men otherwiſe, haue 
hitherto bin of this perſwaſion,that che word 
of God, ſpeaketh not at all, namely of this 
duty of the parentes in making choiſe for 
theyr childrens mariage , or of the obed!. 
ence, the which the ſonnes and daughters in 
this reſpe& do owe, vato the godly choiſe of 
their fathers and mothers in this ſo holy an 
action, 

Howl hane performed the ſame, 1leaue 
ynto the iudgement of the indifferent Rea- 
der, vpon the conſiderations of the reaſons þ 
and authorities by mealleaged, inthe which 
my chiefe end and dwft was, to fatisfie the 
godly and wel diſpoſed Chriſtians,the which 
will make ſome care of conſcience to per- 
forme that hereafter, the which hitherto of Þj; 
ignorance and want of inſtruction,they haue F 
negle- |} 
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; #0 the gentle Reader. | | 
nepleftedand omitted . For when as pitWhts 
ſhall hencefoorth plainelie ſee, that Gd 
himſelfe ;layeth vp-n them this. neceſsarie 
ductie of beſtowing their children honeſt- 
lie and godlie in wedlocke : and thechil- 
dren euidentlie nowe percelue| that they 
ought to ſtand vnto the podlie choiſe of their 
parentes, thoſe in whoſe heartes.the feare of 
God is not v:terlie quenched ,,wi!l hence- 
forward indeuour themſciues to! yeeld obe- 
dience vnto their ſuperiours in this moſt ne- 


| ceſsarie and waightie dutic , with all willing- 


nefle being contented to bee ruled, and not 
to leeke rule,nor to intrude and thruſt them- 
ſelues into the right and libertie of their pa- 
' rentes, vpon whom the Lord in his wiſdome 
| hath laide his charge, ſo that without their 
priuitie and conſent, they will net intangle 
themielues in mariage, nor ſecke vnto them - 


| felues matches, ſuch as may bee gricfes and 
eie-ſores vnto their louing Parvntes, vnto 


. whome in the Lorde they worthelie owe all 
obedience and qdutifull ſubiection. 1 fſpeake 
hereof the godlie and better ſortboth of pa- 
rentes and alſo children, who beeing of 
 thepeople and Church of God, will be or- 
 dered and ruled by the lawes and ordinan- 
ces, the which hee himſelfe hath ſer downe 
for the direction and gouernment of the 
fame in all other their wates and aCtions. As 
for the wicked and vngodl'c , which rebel- 
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Gs breake his bandes and caſt his cordes from vs, 
that is,will not ſuffer God to raign over them 
after ſuch mannec as he hath appointed 1n his 
word,l make ſmall account or reckoning of 


theireither king or diſli;king of this my ſims | 


ple labour , but refer them ouer vnto him 
that dwelleth in heauen , & laugherh at them 
and thall haue thei in derifion. But vnto all 
you that either be in trueth Chriſtians , or 0- 
therwiſe would fo be taken and accounted, 
know you thatthis cuſtome of the parentes 
placing and beſtowing their children in ma- 
riage, 1s as hath bene ſhewed , molt ancient, 
and commedable , yea and approoued by our 
Lord 2nd S1utour Chrift himſclfe alſo 1nt 

xx of Luke; where, going about to confute 
theerrour ofthe Saduces , the which , if there 
were a reſurreCtion (which t:ey denie) did 
ſuppoſerhat there mult be al{o mariage, hex 
weucheth it to hauc bene the ordinarie pra- 
Eile of the men of thoſe times to giue thelt 
children to be maried : ſaicng,7 he children if 
this world mary wines , and are giuen or beſton- 
4 ix mariagefor ſo doeth the vecb Exyays 


401421 , which in that place hee vſerh , mol 
properlic inthe judgment of the learned fig: 
nific. And by the men ofthis world , as wel 
the wicked as the godly, leaſt that other: 
wiſe wee might thinke that mariage dooth 


not appertaine vnto the children of God . 
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to the gentle Reader, 


as oppoſite and ſette againſt the children of 
light, or of God, asIconfeſſe it muſt ſome 
times bee taken , which in this place cannot 
be leaſte it might ſeeme to giue ſome coun- 
tenaunce vnto the error before recited. So 
that hereby clearely appeareth, that in the 


at 


more , this was an order generally obſerued, 
for the parentes in mariape to place and be- 
ſtowe their children, the which alſo Bcza, 
and Feguernekinus, who hath profitably a- 


th 
moſt ſtrong] 


Peza faith 
ar this place 


bridged Marlorat his common places, doth proue:hthe 


note vpon this place, 


Let not Chriſtians Pvt & au- 
thorizy of pa- 


therfore diſlike of that, which Chriſt himſelfe, ee jn þo. 
; after whom they are named,fecmeth to com- ſowing their 
mend . But let them rather, knowing what —_— n 


Godlooketh for at their handes, in due ſea- 
fon prouide wiues for their ſonnes, and huf- 
bandes for their daughters, leaſt by forſlow- 
ing the time too long, they bee either pre- 
vented by their childrens toraſh contracting 
themſelues , or otherwiſe to their greater 
forrowe, ſee them runne 1nta more greater 
folly, as it often commeth to paſſe, when as 
the fonnes and daughters,think that their fa- 
thers and mothers haue no care of them in 
this behalfe , yea in this buſines Jetthem 
carrie fo gentle an hand towarde their chil. 
dren, that they themſeiues feeling beſt their 


 owne eſtate, when as they be come vnto years 
L and diſcretion conuenient,may,if their child- 


ly mgdeſly will ſuffer them dceale with their 
| | G 2 parentes 
- 


rage, 


9 9 An after-writ 


parentes concerning this matter in an hum» 
ble and reuerend manner by themſelues, or 
otherwiſe by the godly intercesfion of their 
friendes, who at their motion may put their 
parentes in minde, in time conuenient to 
haue care of theſe caſes, by meanes where- 
of, many inconueniences and diſorders ſhal 
bee met with 11] before hand, the wh ch for 
want of this Chriſlia foreſight on both ſides, 
do too viually fall out, to the diſhonour of 
God, and offence of his Church The end 
of all is, that both the parentes and the chil- 
dren , vnderſtanding what God looketh for 
on both their partes in this buſines, ſet aſide 
all caueling and cunning gloſes to ſhake of 
this dutie. For I will not trouble my ſelf 
wyth aunſwering theſe many and vaine obte- 
ions on this behalfe, vſuall to bee alleaged 
on both ſides, but refer them ouer ynto the 
thorow ſhifting of their ſeuerall conſcien- 
ces n theſe aCtions, according vnto that, the 
which by this treatiſe, they ſhall learne to ap- 
pertaine vnto their ſeuerall duries , that they 
may in ſincerity and truth effe& the ſame, 
being defirous, as purpoſedly to offend none, 
ſo gladly in this point to ſatiſhie al,the which 
if 1t be nor already performed accordingly, 
ſo far as the queſtion taken in hand, to prout 
requireth, I will endeuour, as 1 ſhall heareaf 
ter by ay the godly be aduertiſed,and labolt 
(God willing) more fully and largely (fo fit 
as in melicth) to ſet downe, to the full con: 
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'ro the gentle Reader, 


tentment of all ſuch as are not 
reſolued and determined, in —_— 
cauill, rhwartle, and difſemble, hoping that 
the godly ſhall profice, to the wing 
of a neceſlary dutie, yet of a greatparte left 
vyoperfourmed, and the a bee made 
ynexcule!les, when the accounts muſt be ren 

dred, before that iudge, which ſha | geue ſen- 
tence without regarde of the perſon of an 

whatſoeuer , that ſhall coulorably ſeeke to 
withdraw his necke out of his lawful and du- 
tifull obedience, Wherefore in this duty, or 
any other , the which the warrant of God his 


 (o1-] 


word may iultifhe, howſocuer the ſamein any 


reſpe may ſeeme ſtrange vnto ys | 

our continuall and hy rneſt Ro = 
fire God to ſubdue ourcorrupt and carnall 
affeRions ynto his moſt holie will, and g0d- 
lie pleaf ure,f O tar foorth as we ſhall _—_ his 
word the infallible lode-ftone to dire and 
_u vs ynto the ſame, for Chriſt his ſake. A- 
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